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Rezumatul tezei de doctorat.

Situatia romilor din prima jumatate a secolului al XX-lea, fie ca discutam despre perioada
interbelica sau despre cel de-al Doilea Razboi Mondial, nu mai este un subiect necunoscut pentru
cercetdtorii din Roméania sau pentru cea mai mare parte a publicului larg, asa cum era in urma cu
putini ani. In timpul celui de-al Doilea Rizboi Mondial din ordinul lui lon Antonescu au fost
deportati in Transnistria aproximativ 25 000 de romi din care s-au stins din viatd mai mult de 11 000
de persoane. Conditiile de viata din Transnistria au fost de neimaginat: deportatii au fost privati de
bunurile imobile, de hrana, de imbracaminte. Din cauza foametei, majoritatea romilor, asa cum se va
vedea Tn lucrare, au slabit atat de mult incat au ajuns niste schelete ambulante. Unii dintre ei, ajunsi
la limita subzistentei, S-au dezumanizat atat de mult incat au apelat la lucruri extreme.

In studiul de fatd dorim sa analizim fenomenul deportirii romilor in Transnistria, indeosebi a
celor transportati din Muntenia, concentrdndu-ne pe situatia romilor din judetele Arges, Buzau,
Cilarasi, Braila, Dambovita, lalomita, Prahova si Teleorman. Investigarea atenta a documentelor de
arhiva ne-a pus in postura de a demonstra cd unele ipoteze care s-au conturat in istoriografia
romaneasca in ceea ce priveste deportarea romilor sunt eronate, asa dupa cum vom demonstra.

Lucrarea de fati urmaireste doud linii narative clare. In prima parte a studiului dorim si
reflectam asupra problematicii romilor din Roménia asa cum apare aceasta in dezbaterile
intelectuale, politice, ideologice ale perioadei interbelice ajutandu-ne in acest fel sa aflam daca
miscarea eugenicd din perioada interbelica a influentat in vreun fel deciziile luate de Ion Antonescu
de a-i deporta pe romi in Transnistria. Tn ce-a de-a doua parte, ne concentrim asupra genealogiei

deportarii romilor nomazi si sedentari in Transnistria in timpul celui de-al Doilea Razboi Mondial,
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cautand un raspuns la Intrebarea daca deportarea romilor in Transnistria a fost o0 masura sociala sau
una rasiala.

Deportarea romilor in Transnistria este inca perceputa in mod profund gresit de o parte a
publicului larg ca fiind o masura de asanare a societatii romanesti din perioada celui de-al Doilea
Rédzboi Mondial din ordinul lui Ion Antonescu, fard a fi fost influentat de miscarile eugenice ce au
cuprins atat Europa cat si Romania n prima jumadtate a secolului al XX -lea. Astfel se crede ca
cetdtenii romani de etnie roma care erau integrati din punct de vedere social si economic nu au avut
nimic de suferit. Sunt aceste perceptii reale? Din punctul nostru de vedere nu. In capitolele care
urmeaza ne-am concentrat eforturile analitice pentru a demonstra o serie de ipoteze care ne
indreptatesc sda afirmam ca deportarea romilor, chiar dacd nu s-a dorit de la inceput a fi una
eugenicd, a devenit cu sigurantd una disgenicd prin modul in care autoritatile locale au inteles sa
aplice ordinele primite de la nivel central. Acest lucru a fost cauzat si de echivocul conducerii
guvernamentale care nu a explicat autoritatilor locale, responsabile cu recenzarea si deportarea
romilor, care sunt activitdfile economice care sa-i poatd permite unui cetdfean rom sa traiasca ,,in
mod cinstit” si sa nu constituie o ,,povard” pentru ordinea publica. Din lipsd de claritate in acest
sens, cei responsabili cu recenzarea si deportarea romilor au fost investiti cu puterea de a decide
dacd o persoand este sau nu un ,,parazit’ pentru societate. Inevitabil s-a creat mediul necesar
savarsirii unor abuzuri din partea jandarmilor si politistilor din cauza volatilitatii categoriei de
,figani-problema’’.

Cercetarea s-a axat pe studiul documentelor din dosarele Arhivelor Nationale ale Romaniei,
Serviciului Municipiului Bucuresti al Arhivelor Nationale, Serviciului Judetean al Arhivelor
Nationale Dambovita, Serviciului Judetean al Arhivelor Nationale Arges, Serviciul Judetean al
Arivelor Nationale Teleorman, Arhivelor Institutul National pentru Studierea Holocaustului din
Romania ,,Elie Wiesel” (in continuare, INSHREW), Arhivele Serviciului Roman de Informatii,
Arhivele Militare Pitesti.

Colectiile arhivelor pe care le-am cercetat contin mai multe fonduri de interes pentru aceasta
cercetare. Astfel in cadrul Arhivelor Nationale Istorice Centrale am studiat sase fonduri. Fondul
Inspectoratului General al Jandarmeriei reprezintd cu sigurantd cea mai bogata sursa documentara

care contine corespondenta dintre Ministerul Afacerilor Interne, caruia Ion Antonescu 1i dadea
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ordine verbale, si Inspectoratul General al Jandarmeriei, acesta din urma ocupandu-se de
centralizarea datelor recensamintelor romilor care au fost precedate de deportarile Tn Transnistria,
dar si de procesul de transport al romilor cétre lagarele de concentrare din Transnistria. Un alt fond
edificator pentru cercetarea nostra este Directia Generala a Polifiei, in sarcina careia a cazut
recensarea romilor nomazi si sedentari din mediul urban. Aici am putut gasi tabele cu romii care au
fost deportati din resedintele judetelor de care ne-am ocupat. Aportul de noutate ne-a fost intarit de
accesul la documentele Inspectoratelor Regionale de Politie, unde am identificat rapoarte
edificatoare cu privire la activitatea Uniunii Generale a Romilor, sucursala Ploiesti. Cu ajutorul
dosarelor din cadrul fondului Ministerului Muncii, Sanatatii si Ocrotirilor Sociale am putut clarifica
situatia demersurilor pe care prima asociatie a romilor din Roménia le-a intreprins in procesul de
obtinere a statutului de persoand juridicd. Fondul Ministerul Finantelor -Centrul National de
Romanizare ne-a ajutat sa dovedim ca situatia financiara a romilor din perioada celui de-al Doilea
Rézboi Mondial era asemanatoare cu a unei bune parti a populatiei romanesti din acele vremuri.

Studiul in arhivele Directiei Arhivelor Nationale ale Municipiului Bucuresti ne-a oferit
posibilitatea de a combina textele originale cu sursele editate evocate anterior, aparute sub
cooordonarea Andreei Varga. In plus, in fondul Prefecturii Politiei Capitalei existd un dosar care
centralizeaza petitiile trimise de catre romii din Transnistria care voiau sd se intoarca acasa si
motivele pe care acestia le invocau pentru a se intoarce acasa, cel mai des intdlnit fiind ca un
membru din familia lor a fost sau era concentrat pe frontul de luptd. Un alt dosar cuprinde
reclamatiile soldatilor romi din Bucuresti ca le-au fost deportate familiile, desi isi riscau viata pe
front.

1n ceea ce priveste studiul in arhivele provinciale, cel mai mare tezaur documentar in ceea ce
priveste situatia romilor din prima jumatate a secolului al XX-lea a fost identificat in cadrul
Serviciului Judeteane al Arhivelor Nationale Buzau, urmat de Serviciul Judetean al Arhivelor
Natioale Arges la care pot fi citite peste 35 de dosare pline cu informatii legate de subiectul cercetat.

Arhivele Militare din Pitesti prin fondul documentar Marele Stat Major — Sectia 1
Organizare Mobilizare, ne-a ajutat sa intelegem modul in care s-a raportat armata la deciziile luate

de catre Conducatorul statului, dar si sd descifram povestea de viata a multor soldati romi.
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Originalitatea proiectului doctoral de fatd constd in faptul cd este prima cercetare care
realizeaza o analizd comparativd a modului de deportare al romilor din mai multe judete din
Romania in Transnistria, urmarind mai ales modul in care autorititile locale au ales sa aplice
ordinele primite de la nivel central.

In ceea ce priveste modul de organziare al lucrarii, aceasta este impartita in urmitoarele
sectiuni: Capitolul I: Reflectarea problematicii romilor din Romania in dezbaterile intelectuale,
politice §i ideologice in prima jumdtate a secolului XX; Capitolul Il: Genealogia deciziei de
deportarea a romilor in Transnistria; Capitolul Ill. Deportarea in Transnsitria a familiilor
soldatilor romi; Capitolul 1V: Situatia romilor din Romdnia intre 1942-1944. Capitolul V.
Concluzii.

Tn primul capitol, am analizat modul de organizare a romilor in perioada interbelici avand in
vedere ca, pentru prima oara in istoria Romaniei, romii s-au constituit in diverse asociatii si
organizatii, si-au exprimat deziderate proprii pe care au incercat sd le indeplineasca prin negocierea
cu unele partide politice. Tn a doua parte a acestui capitol, am incercat si deslusim ce rol au avut
conceptele de sandtate si purificare rasiald in formarea politicilor minoritare aplicate in Romania
interbelica, ce impact a avut Buletinul eugenic si biopolitic in societatea romaneasca si totodata daca
putem lega discursurile eugenice de adoptarea masurilor anti-rome promovate de guvernul
Antonescu. Intrebarea de cercetare in jurul cireia s-a centrat primul capitol a fost miscarea eugenica
din perioada interbelica a influentat in vreun fel deciziile luate de lon Antonescu de a-i deporta pe
romi n Transnistria?

Tn capitolul al Il-lea, am dorit si examiniam mai multe aspecte legate de deportarea romilor
in Transnistria. In primul rand, ne-am propus sa analizim motivele pe care le-au invocat autoritatile
roméane din timpul celui de-al Doilea Razboi Mondial pentru deportarea romilor nomazi si sedentari
in Transnistria, cum s-au facut aceste recenzari, care au fost bazele intocmirii acestora, cine a decis
ca un cetatean roman de o alta etnie este un cetatean corect sau este un cetatean indizerabil care
merita sd fie deportat, mai cu seama ca lon Antonescu, in declaratiile sale de la Pocesul Criminalilor
de Razboi, afirma ca masurile adoptate impotriva romilor au fost impuse de necesitatea instaurarii

ordinii publice, Incercarii de a stabili un control strict din partea statului asupra vietii sociale. Un alt
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obiectiv al acestui capitol a fost de a analiza in profunzime modul de organizare al deportarii romilor
din judetele din Muntenia.

Tn cel de-al lI-lea capitol ne-am propunem si demonstrim fapul ci ipoteza conform cireia
au fost deportati numai romii al caror mod de viatd nu era unul normal este eronat deoarece
numeroase familii ale romilor sedentari, care oglindeau stilul de viata al romanilor majoritari, au fost
deportate. in plus, familiile soldatilor romi deportate nu au fost simple exceptii, numarul acestora
ridicandu-se la sute de cazuri in tot arealul cercetat de noi.

Tn capitolul al 1V-lea ne-am propus si aritim ca si romii din Romania care nu au fost
deportati In Transnistria au avut de suferit de pe urma politicii adoptate de guvernul Ion Antonescu
din cauza frigii de deportare generata de noile recenzari de au avut loc la sfarsitul lunii septembrie.

Capitolul V. Concluzii.

Prin rapotarea la punctele de vedere in istoriografie, consideram ca deportarea romilor in
Transnistria nu a fost 0 simpla miscare sociald, de eliminare a elementelor periculoase din stat,
putem afirma ca a fost mai mult o migcare politica si etnica, astfel in caz contrar ar insemna sa dam
credit autoritatilor din timpul celui de-al Doilea Razboi Mondial care au argumentat ca aveau un
motiv pentru deportarea tuturor romilor nomazi, o ipoteza conform careia ,,se credea ca traiesc
numai din furturi” §i cd acestia reprezentau 0 amenintare fizica pentru populatia romaneasca. Faptul
ca au fost deportati i romi nomazi care purtau uniforma militard romaneasca sau faptul ca mai mult
de jumatate din romii nomazi deportati in Transnistria in perioada iunie-august 1942 au fost copii,
mai exact din 11.411 persoane deportate 6714 au fost copii, nu face decat sa intdreasca argumentul
ca politica Tmpotriva romilor in timpul maresalului Antonescu a fost etnica si nicidecum sociala.
Pentru a fi si mai clari asupra acestui punct, simplul fapt ca mai mult de jumatate dintre cei deportati
au fost copiii si cd acestia au fost fost dislocati din locurile de origine in conditii inumane, arata ca
masurile luate au reprezentat actiuni criminale, care au trimis la moarte mii de vieti omenesti, pe
baza unor argumente care le consideram rasiale.

In ceea ce priveste modul de abordare a autoritatilor locale din Muntenia a categoriei de
wligani problema” putem spune cd acesta a fost foarte fluida. Cu siguranta, intre toate entitatile
implicate au existat moduri de abordare diferite in ceea ce priveste aplicarea ordinelor primite de la

Ministerul Afacerilor Interne. Criteriile foarte vagi pe care administratia centrala le-a invocat pentru
9
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recenzarea romilor care urmau sa fie deportati in Transnistria au lasat loc de interpretare pentru

politisti si jandarmi ceea ce a dus la multe abuzuri.
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PhD Thesis Summary

The situation of the Roma in the first half of the twentieth century, whether we are talking
about the interwar period or the Second World War, is no longer a topic unknown to researchers in
Romania or to most of the general public as it was a few years ago. During the Second World War
under lon Antonescu's order, approximately 25,000 Roma were deported to Transnistria of whom
more than 11,000 people died. The living conditions in Transnistria were unimaginable: the
deportees were deprived of their real estate, food, clothing. Due to the famine most of the Roma, as
will be seen in the paper, have lost so much weight that they have become itinerant skeletons. Some
of them having reached the limit of subsistence have dehumanized themselves so much that they
have resorted to extreme things.

In this study we want to analyze the phenomenon of Roma deportation to Transnistria
especially those transported from Muntenia, focusing on the situation of Roma in Arges, Buzau,
Calarasi, Braila, Dambovita, lalomita, Prahova and Teleorman counties. The careful investigation of
the archival documents has put us in the position to prove that some hypotheses that have emerged
in Romanian historiography regarding the deportation of Roma are erroneous as we will prove.

This paper follows two clear narrative lines. In the first part of the study we want to reflect
on the Roma issue in Romania as it appears in the intellectual, political, ideological debates of the
interwar period, thus helping us to find out if the eugenic movement in the interwar period

influenced in any way the decisions taken by lon. Antonescu to deport the Roma to Transnistria. In
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the second part, we focus on the genealogy of the deportation of nomadic and sedentary Roma to
Transnistria during World War 11 looking for an answer to the question of whether the deportation

of Roma to Transnistria was a social or racial measure.

The deportation of Roma to Transnistria by order of lon Antonescu is still misperceived by a
part of the general public as a measure to rehabilitate Romanian society during World War 11, a
measure considered uninfluenced by eugenic movements that encompassed both Europe and
Romania in the first half of the twentieth century. Thus, it is believed that the Romanian citizens of
Roma ethnicity who were socially and economically integrated did not suffer anything. Are these
perceptions real? From our point of view this is not the case. In the following chapters we have
focused our analytical efforts to prove a series of hypotheses that entitle us to say that the
deportation of Roma, even if it was not wanted from the beginning to be eugenic, has certainly
become dysgenic by the way the local authorities understood to apply the orders received from the
central level. This was also caused by the ambiguity of the government leadership which did not
explain to the local authorities responsible for the census and deportation of Roma what are the
economic activities that could allow a Roma citizen to live "honestly" and not be a "burden” for
public order. Due to the lack of clarity in this regard, those responsible for the census and
deportation of Roma have been invested with the power to decide whether or not a person is a
"parasite” for society. Inevitably, the necessary environment for the abuse of police officers was
created due to the volatility of the “problematic gypsies” category.

The research focused on the study of documents from the files of the National Archives of
Romania, the Bucharest Municipality Service of the National Archives, the Dambovita County
Service of the National Archives, the Arges County Service of the National Archives, the Teleorman
County Archives Service, the Archives of the "Elie Wiesel" National Institute for the Study of the
Holocaust in Romania (hereinafter, INSHREW), the Archives of the Romanian Intelligence Service,
the Military Archives of Pitesti.

The collections of the archives we have researched contain several funds of interest for this
research. Thereby, within the Central National Historical Archives | studied six of them. The Fund

of the General Inspectorate of the Gendarmerie is certainly the richest documentary source
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containing the correspondence between the Ministry of Internal Affairs, to which lon Antonescu
gave verbal orders and the General Inspectorate of the Gendarmerie the latter dealing with the
centralization of Roma census data which was preceded by deportations to Transnistria but also by
the process of transporting Roma to concentration camps in Transnistria. Another edifying fund for
our research is the General Directorate of Police which was responsible for the census of nomadic
and sedentary Roma in urban areas. Here we could find tables with the Roma who were deported
from the residences of the counties we investigated. The contribution of novelty was strengthened
by the access to the documents of the Regional Police Inspectorates where we identified edifying
reports regarding the activity of the General Roma Union, Ploiesti branch. With the help of the files
from the fund of the Ministry of Labor, Health and Social Protection we were able to clarify the
situation of the steps taken by the first Roma association in Romania in obtaining their status of
legal entity. The fund of the Ministry of Finance - the National Center for Romanianization helped
us to prove that the financial situation of the Roma during the Second World War was similar to that
of a good part of the Romanian population at that time.

The archive research of the Directorate of National Archives of the Municipality of
Bucharest offered us the possibility to combine the original texts with the previously mentioned
edited sources published under the coordination of Andreea Varga. In addition, in the capital's
Police Headquarters there is a file that centralizes the petitions sent by the Roma from Transnistria
who wanted to return home and the reasons they invoked the most common being that a member of
their family is or was sent on the battlefield of the war. Another case includes the complaints of the
Roma soldiers from Bucharest that their families were deported although they risked their lives on
the front.

Regarding the research in the county archives the largest documentary treasure regarding the
situation of the Roma in the first half of the twentieth century was identified within the County
Service of National Archives Buzau, followed by the County Service of National Archives Arges at
which one can read over 35 files full of information related to the researched topic.

The Military Archives of Pitesti through the documentary source “General Staff - Section 1
Mobilization Organization” helped us understand how the army related to the decisions taken by the

Head of State and also to decipher the life story of many Roma soldiers.
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The specificity of this doctoral project consists in the fact that it is the first research that
performs a comparative analysis of the deportation of Roma from several counties in Romania to
Transnistria focusing mainly on how local authorities have chosen to implement orders received
from central level.

Regarding the organization of the paper, it is divided into the following sections: Chapter I:
Reflecting the issue of Roma in Romania in intellectual, political and ideological debates in the first
half of the twentieth century; Chapter 1l: Genealogy of the decision to deport Roma to Transnistria;
Chapter Il1. Deportation of Roma soldiers' families to Transnistria; Chapter IV: The situation of the
Roma in Romania between 1942-1944. Chapter V. Conclusions.

In the first chapter we analyzed the organization of the Roma in the interwar period
considering that for the first time in the history of Romania, the Roma formed various associations
and organizations and expressed their own goals that they tried to fulfill by negotiating with some
political parties. In the second part of this chapter we tried to understand the role of the concepts of
health and racial purification in the formation of minority policies applied in interwar period in
Romania, what impact the Eugenic and Biopolitical Bulletin had in Romanian society and also if we
can link eugenic discourses to adoption of anti-Roma measures promoted by the Antonescu
government. The research question around which the first chapter centered was whether the eugenic
movement of the interwar period influenced in any way the decisions taken by lon Antonescu to
deport the Roma to Transnistria?

In Chapter Il, we wanted to examine several issues related to the deportation of Roma to
Transnistria. First of all, we set out to analyze the reasons invoked by the Romanian authorities
during the Second World War for the deportation of nomadic and sedentary Roma to Transnistria,
how these reviews were made, which were the basis for the preparation, who decided that a
Romanian citizen of another ethnicity is a rightful citizen or is an undesirable citizen who deserves
to be deported especially since lon Antonescu in his statements at the War Crimes Trial, stated that
the measures adopted against the Roma were imposed by the need to establish public order, the
attempt to set strict state control over social life . Another objective of this chapter was to analyze in

depth the organization of the deportation of Roma from the counties of Muntenia.
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In the third chapter we aim to prove that the hypothesis that they were deported only Roma
whose way of life was not normal is wrong because many families of sedentary Roma, which
mirrored the lifestyle of Romanians, were deported. In addition, the deported families of the Roma
soldiers were not simple exceptions, their number rising to hundreds of cases in the whole area
investigated by us.

In Chapter IV we set out to show that the Roma in Romania who were not deported to
Transnistria also suffered from the policy adopted by the lon Antonescu government due to the fear
of deportation generated by the new census which took place at the end of September.

Chapter V. Conclusions

By referring to the points of view in historiography, we consider that the deportation of
Roma to Transnistria was not a simple social movement of eliminating dangerous elements from the
state. We can say that it was more of a political and ethnic movement, otherwise it would mean to
give credit to the authorities during the Second World War who argued that they had a reason for the
deportation of all nomadic Roma, a hypothesis according to which "they were believed to live only
from thefts™ and that they represent a physical threat to the Romanian population. The fact that
nomad Roma wearing the Romanian military uniform were also deported or the fact that more than
half of the nomad Roma deported to Transnistria between June and August 1942 were children,
more precisely out of 11,411 deportees, 6714 were children, only strengthen the argument that the
policy against the Roma during Marshal Antonescu's time was ethnic and not social. To be even
clearer on this point, the mere fact that more than half of those deported were children and that they
were displaced from their places of origin in inhumane conditions shows that the measures taken
were criminal acts which sentenced at death thousands of human lives based on arguments that we
consider racial.

Regarding the approach of the local authorities in Muntenia to the category of "problematic
gypsies™ we can say that it was very fluid. Certainly there were different approaches between all the
entities involved regarding the application of the orders received from the Ministry of Internal
Affairs. The very vague criteria that the central government invoked for the census of the Roma
which were to be deported to Transnistria left room for interpretation and abuse from police officers

and other representatives of the law.
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