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Motto: ,,Pacea, libertatea si securitatea a 90% din populatia lumii sunt
puse in pericol de restul de 10%, care amenintd cu distrugerea tuturor
normelor si legilor internationale”.

Theodore Roosevelt, 1937
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Rezumat:

Problematica din jurul politicii de appeasement mentine incd viu interesul cercetatorilor,
pand intr-acolo incat a fost numitd un subiect de cercetare ,,peren”. Politica de appeasement
reprezinta, intr-adevar, unul dintre reperele la care se raporteazd majoritatea criticilor formulate n
cazurile de interventie militard consemnate dupa anul 1990, precum cele din Iugoslavia, Irak,
Afganistan, Ucraina si, mai nou, inclusiv in contextul bombardamentelor din Siria impotriva
gruparii teroriste Statul Islamic. Falimentul politicii interbelice de appeasement se transforma
mereu Intr-un argument impotriva tendintelor politico-diplomatice (intalnite cu precddere in statele
democratice reprezentand in mod traditional marile puteri post-belice) de a repeta istoria prin
nesanctionarea derapajelor unor lideri politici inspre extremism, dictaturd, agresiune, expansiune si
chiar rdzboi. Conflictul din regiunea estica a Ucrainei incd nu s-a stins, iar recentele atentate
teroriste care au determinat state precum Franta, Rusia si SUA sa declare razboi Statului Islamic au
astazi, pe fond, aproximativ aceleasi cauze care au determinat si conflagratia mondiald incheiata
acum 72 de ani: tendintele expansioniste nu ale unui popor per se, ci ale catorva oameni,
indoctrinati de visul imperial, care au reusit sa-i convinga pe liderii statelor democratice cd prin
lipsa unor masuri ferme de sanctionare se poate aplana starea conflictuald internationald. Principiile,
legitatile care au determinat atingerea, dupd doud razboaie mondiale, a unuia dintre cele mai
importante deziderate ale umanitatii - globalizarea luptei pentru pacea internationald - sunt astdzi
relativizate din considerente subiective, care tin de interese personale. Ca si atunci. ..

Unii dintre liderii politici ai lumii prevedeau, chiar in aftermath-ul Primului Razboi
Mondial, un ,,viitor razboi” din cauza situatiei poporului german ce fusese generata de Pacea de la
Versailles. Cu toate acestea, in anul 1938, dupa incheierea acordului de la Miinchen cu Hitler,

premierul britanic Neville Chamberlain a fost intrebat de jurnalisti, la intoarcerea in tard, de ce a



avut incredere 1n dictatorul nazist, dupa minciunile acestuia si dupa incalcérile repetate ale tratatelor
internationale de catre Germania. Raspunsul lui Chamberlain, ,,De data aceasta, mi-a promis mie”,
este mai mult decat graitor si meritd o analiza separatd. Dupa mai putin de un an, la 1 septembrie
1939, alesii Reichstag-ului erau anuntati de Adolf Hitler despre ,,dezlantuirea razboiului in care nu
au crezut si pe care nu l-au vrut nici ei si nici poporul”, in conditiile in care, In Germania, inclusiv
conducdtorii unora dintre landuri s-au opus reformelor introduse de Fiihrer. De partea cealalta a
baricadei, numerosi diplomati britanici si francezi sustineau ca ,nici in Franta, nici in Anglia
razboiul nu este nici dorit si nici nu se crede 1n el”.

Ce au 1nsd In comun multi dintre politicieni, indiferent de tara despre care se face vorbire,
este faptul cd au incercat sa se foloseascd de presa scrisd pentru a transmite aceste idei populatiei,
pentru a ralia opinia publicd demersurilor politice si diplomatice intreprinse, fiind totodata sensibili
la comentariile jurnalistilor fata de evenimentele petrecute pe plan intern si extern si, deopotriva, la
reactiile declansate in randul publicului de aparitia unor materiale de presa. Inclusiv iIn Romania,
influenta exercitatd de presa scrisd asupra oamenilor este un atu pe care si l-au dorit nu doar
partidele politice, ci si unele dintre marile intreprinderi ale acelor vremuri. In special in perioada
interbelica, presa nu a fost doar un liant Intre populatie si autoritati, ci si un factor modelator al
politicii externe a Romaniei. In presa romaneasca interbelica apareau articole semnate de personaje
deosebit de influente in plan politic si mediatic, printre care se numadrd membri ai Academiei
Romane, oameni cu palmares politic puternic, personalitdti cu influentd asupra politicii externe a
Romaniei. Numerosi diplomati romani isi exersau si ei viguros condeiul in presa scrisa, iar
articolele pe care le semnau transmiteau uneori semnale importante centrelor politice din marile
capitale europene care urmareau cu interes reactiile Romaniei la situatia internationala. Asadar,
intrebarea de cercetare de la care porneste prezenta tezd de doctorat este: Cum a fost reflectata
politica de conciliatorism anglo-franceza in presa centrala romdneasca in perioada 1930-1939?

Aparitia a noi surse de arhivd deschide frontul permanent pentru cercetari si interpretari noi
in acest domeniul istoriografic. Nu mai devreme de anul 2011 au fost desecretizate, la Arhivele
Nationale din Londra, documente privind: negocierile clandestine purtate intre George Steward -
ofiterul de presa al lui Neville Chamberlain si Dr. Fritz Hesse - consilier pe probleme de presa de la
ambasada Germaniei, memorandumul inaintat ulterior de Hesse lui Joachim von Ribbentrop,

precum si notele diplomatului britanic Alexander Cadogan privind informarea lui Halifax asupra



acestui aspect. Totodata, pe langa deschiderea multor arhive, este important de mentionat si accesul
la presa perioadei interbelice, care reprezintd o sursa importanta de informatii.

La nivelul surselor primare, materialul bibliografic studiat pentru tema prezentei teze de
doctorat s-a constituit in principal din ziare centrale romanesti. Ne-am orientat atat spre ziarele
independente si de mare tiraj ale vremii, cat si spre ziare reprezentative pentru principalele curente
politice din Romania. Am identificat aceste surse primare la Biblioteca Centrald Universitara ,,Carol
I” (BCU) si la Biblioteca Academiei Romane din Bucuresti (BAR).

Alte surse primare identificate si analizate sunt documente obtinute in cadrul mobilitétii
internationale la Biblioteca Britanica din Londra, n luna noiembrie 2015, in cadrul proiectului cu
finantare europeani EURODOC, derulat de Universitatea ,,Valahia” din Targoviste. in cursul
mobilitdtii, am identificat ziare romanesti aflate in colectiile bibliotecii din Regatul Unit, datand din
perioada interbelica, precum si documente din fondurile Cabinet Papers, Public Records Office si
Foreign Office care ofera informatii despre relatiile anglo-romane reflectate in presa romaneasca in
anii 1930-1939, cu precddere spre sfarsitul decadei. De asemenea, in aceasta perioadd am avut
posibilitatea colectarii unor surse primare deosebit de importante, precum articole din ziare centrale
britanice si carti reprezentative pentru conturarea conceptului de appeasement, esentiale in vederea
studierii acestuia sub aspectul surselor si etapelor n care acesta s-a manifestat In politica externa a
Regatului Unit. Alte surse primare de importantd deosebitd se constituie din manuscrise identificate
la Londra in colectiile Bibliotecii Britanice (The British Library) si ale Arhivelor Nationale
Britanice (The National Archives), in cadrul perioadei de mobilitate internationald prilejuita de
proiectul EURODOC in perioada 1-30 noiembrie 2015.

Alte resurse sunt reprezentate de carti si articole despre activitatea diplomatica si politica
externd a Romaéniei, Frantei, Marii Britanii, Germaniei si SUA, furnizate sau recomandate de
profesorul conducétor, precum si carti si articole selectate in mod independent. Nu 1n ultimul rand,
am apelat la consultarea unor resurse documentare disponibile pe internet.

In cadrul prezentei teze de doctorat, in Capitolul I ne-am concentrat asupra argumentelor
pro si contra definirii conciliatorismului anglo-francez din perioada interbelica drept ,,politica
externd” a celor doud puteri europene, intrebarea de cercetare in jurul cdreia se centreaza primul
capitol fiind: Care au fost sursele si etapele politicii de appeasement anglo-franceze in perioada
interbelica? Aprofundarea problematicii politicii de appeasement a devenit necesara si relevantd in

cadrul studierii istoriografiei conciliatorismului anglo-francez inainte de a demara studierea



reflectarii acestuia in presa centrala romaneasca interbelica. Autorii lucrérilor studiate argumenteaza
existenta unei politici de appeasement atdt iIn Marea Britanie, cat si in Franta, sub forme
asemandtoare, ai cdrei vectori puternici au fost deopotriva de natura internd (economice, militare,
strategice, politice) si externd (relatiile anglo-franceze necoordonate si neconcordante, relatiile
diplomatice apropiate intre Marea Britanie si Germania, precum si intre Franta si Italia, pe de-o
parte, si distantierea pe plan extern fatd de Rusia, pe de alta parte). Unii dintre autori trateaza chiar
in mod diferit termenii ,,conciliatorism” si ,,appeasement”, sugerand astfel o diferentd de sens.
Notabila este si rasfrangerea politicii de appeasement nu doar in relatiile externe ale Marii Britanii,
ci si in formularea politicilor economice interne.

In Capitolul al II-lea, ne-am axat pe identificarea principalelor ziare centrale din Romania
anilor 1930-1939. Ce rol a jucat in tot acest timp opinia publica si cat de mult a cantarit ea in luarea
deciziilor politice in Franta si Marea Britanie? In ce miasurd a influentat presa aceste decizii, in
special presa romaneascda? Pentru a raspunde la aceste intrebari, am efectuat, pentru inceput, o
scurtd incursiune in istoriografia presei tipdrite centrale romanesti, de la inceputul secolului al XIX-
lea si pana la declansarea celui de-al Doilea Radzboi Mondial, cu accent asupra perioadei interbelice.
Dezvoltarea efervescentd a publicisticii romanesti, aflate in plina reafirmare dupa Primul Rézboi
Mondial si dupa ocupatia germana, a fost stimulatd de evolutia in ritm accelerat a tehnologiilor de
tiparire, dar mai ales de nesatul pentru informatie al cititorilor, din ce in ce mai multi la numar.
Multe dintre ziare, in special periodicele care promovau activitdtile culturale si literare, s-au bucurat
de prezenta semndturilor unor mari personalitdti, unele cu vocatie de gazetar, altele animate de
dorinta insatiabild pentru creatia literard si de interesul pentru propdsirea culturala a tarii: Garabet
Ibraileanu, Mihail Sadoveanu, Nicolae lorga, Vasile Parvan, Tudor Arghezi, Gala Galaction, Tudor
Vianu, Camil Petrescu, Cezar Petrescu, George Calinescu, Alexandru Rosetti, Dimitrie Gusti,
Grigore Gafencu, Pamfil Seicaru, Eugen Filotti, Lucian Blaga, Alexandru Hodos, Constantin
Visoianu, George Macovescu si multi altii. Prezenta semnaturilor lor in ziarele centrale romanesti
este un bun indicator asupra influentei si impactului acestor publicatii in randul opiniei publice si a
cercurilor politice romanesti din perioada spre care ne-am orientat studiul, pentru a da raspuns
intrebarii ,,Care erau cele mai influente ziare centrale din Romdnia intre anii 1919-1938?”.

Inceputurile presei romanesti, in adeviratul sens al expresiei, pornesc spre sfarsitul
deceniului al Ill-lea din sec. XIX. Primele ziare romanesti au aparut in anul 1829, pe 8 aprilie

(,,Curierul Romanesc”) la Bucuresti, prin grija lui lon Heliade Radulescu, Tot in anul 1829 la 1



iunie, apare la lasi ,,Albina romaneasca”, editatd de Gheorghe Asachi. Este de notat si faptul ca
,primul anunt redactat si platit de un roman a apdrut in 1748, in «The South Carolina Gazette» din
23-31 octombrie, la solicitarea migrantului ardelean Samuild Damian (preot unit)”.

Dezvoltarea relatiilor externe ale Romaniei nu a fost doar reflectatd in presa centrala
romaneasca, ci s-a rasfrant in Insdsi evolutia si organizarea breslei profesionale a presei scrise din
tara noastri. Astfel, intrarea Romaniei in Mica Intelegere in anul 1921 a determinat la nivelul presei
organizarea unei structuri care sd asigure colaborarea dintre jurnalistii tarilor care compuneau
organismul regional de securitate. La 11 iunie 1936, ale loc la Bucuresti conferinta de constitutire a
Antantei Presei Balcanice, sub coordonarea Directiei Presa din Ministerul Afacerilor Straine.

Primele cursuri de jurnalism din Romania au fost organizate in perioada interbelicd in
comun cu studii de diplomatie. Cerute inca din 1927 de jurnalistul si diplomatul Eugen Filotti,
studiile au fost incluse in specializarea comund care a luat nastere sub auspiciile Ministerului
Afacerilor Strdine, unde, in cadrul Directiunei de Propagandd, functiona Secretariatul de Stat al
Presei si Informatiilor, condus de jurnalistul Ioan (Jean) Pangal. Asadar, la data de 17 martie 1932,
presa din Romania consemna infiintarea Academiei libere de studii de presd si diplomatie la
Bucuresti, prin eforturile lui Ioan Pangal si ale jurnalistului Nae Ionescu, directorul ziarului
,Cuvantul”. Tot 1n acea luna a fost publicat si primul manual de gazetarie, avandu-l ca autor pe
jurnalistul Emil Samoild, de la cotidianul ,,Adevarul”. Profesionalizarea gazetarilor romani capata
astfel doud noi dimensiuni: prima este cea a specializarii, prin studiu, pentru jurnalisti ; a doua este
cea a Tngemandrii intre gazetaria romaneasca si mediul diplomatic al Romaniei. Astfel, cu atat mai
important devine rolul presei romanesti iIn modelarea relatiilor internationale in perioada interbelica.

In cadrul presei politice din perioada interbelici, un loc predominant l-au detinut ziarele
principalelor forte politice care se confruntau in competitia pentru guvernare. National-liberalii
aveau cotidianele ,,Viitorul” si ,,L’independance Roumaine”, precum si revista ,,Democratia”.
National-taranistii si-au infiintat in 1927 ziarul ,,Dreptatea”, mentinand un timp si ,,Romania”, care
fusese organ al Partidului National Roméan. A continuat sa apara ,,Neamul roméanesc”, al Partidului
National Democrat condus de Nicolae lorga. Noile partide au tinut sd-si asigure sustinere si din
partea unor organe de presa proprii. Presa de informatie, independenta politic si de mare tiraj, era
reprezentatd de ziarele: ,,Universul”, ,,Adevarul”, ,,Dimineata”, ,,Argus”, la care s-a addugat ulterior
,Curentul”, | Timpul”, ,Jurnalul” si altele. Ascensiunea la putere a legionarilor si instaurarea

dictaturii militare a reprezentat o perioadd grea in existenta presei romanesti, marcatd de cenzura si



de disparitia unor publicatii de pe piatd. Cu toate acestea, izbucnirea celui de-al Doilea Razboi
Mondial a condus la o crestere a numarului cumparatorilor de ziare.

In cadrul mobilititii internationale derulate la Londra in noiembrie 2015, am identificat in
colectiile Bibliotecii Britanice ziare romanesti, putine la numdr, datind din perioada interbelici. in
total, in depozitul Bibliotecii Britanice se gasesc in jur de 132 de titluri de ziare romanesti, n
colectii incomplete, majoritatea fiind dinaintea anului 1921 sau dupa anul 1944. Totodata, la Londra
am studiat in cadrul Arhivelor Nationale documente din fondurile Cabinet Records, Public Records
Office si Foreign Office despre relatiile anglo-romane din perioada interbelicd si reflectarea
acestora in presa romaneascd, asa cum a fost aceasta monitorizata de reprezentantii la Bucuresti ai
Regatului Unit. Interesul Marii Britanii pentru dezvoltarea relatiilor cu Roméania a crescut spre
sfarsitul anilor 1930, odata cu eforturile de a limita expansionismul german, prin consolidarea
relatiilor cu statele aderente la Mica Intelegere. 1938 a fost anul in care documentele Ministerului
de Externe al Marii Britanii cuprindeau in mod sistematic informatii despre Romania si relatiile
externe ale acesteia. Monitorizarea continutului editorial al ziarelor romanesti era o etapa fireasca
pentru eforturile britanice de a evalua impactul propriilor decizii de politica externd in mediul
politic si diplomatic din Romania. Primele rapoarte de monitorizare a presei scrise romanesti redate
pe larg in documentele Foreign Office-ului Marii Britanii din acea perioada apar in anul 1938.

In cel de-al Ill-lea Capitol, am elaborat fundamentarea teoretici a metodologiei de
cercetare folosite pentru colectarea surselor primare si pentru elaborarea studiului-pilot si apoi a
analizei mixte. Decisi sa aborddm prezenta tema de cercetare in cadrul sferei epistemologice a
subiectivismului, am considerat ca efectuarea unei analize cantitative a surselor primare necesare
impune o metodologie specifici unei orientdri post-pozitiviste si unei abordari mai degraba
structuraliste, menite sd ne conduca, desigur, spre verificarea unor modele de reflectare a politicii de
appeasement in presa centrald romaneascd si, ulterior, sd ne ghideze spre o analizd mixta
cantitativa-calitativa (de orientare constructivista din punct de vedere metodologic) corespunzatoare
cu exigentele lucrarii de doctorat in care am integrat studiul-pilot. Un mix al metodelor cantitative si
calitative s-a conturat ca o necesitate In constructia analizei acestor surse, pentru a oferi o abordare
cat mai completa.

In abordarea prezentei lucrari de cercetare, o detaliere a metodelor intreprinse a fost
absolut necesard pentru a putea fi asigurate instrumentele de verificare, de tip peer-review si

intercoder reliability. Pornind de la literatura de specialitate studiata pentru fundamentarea teoretica



a metodologiei abordate, planul de cercetare a cuprins urmatorii pasi: Formularea Intrebarii de
cercetare sau a ipotezei; Delimitarea universului cercetarii; Selectarea unui esantion din corpul
surselor; Selectarea si definirea unei unitdti de analizd; Construirea categoriilor de continut care
urmeaza a fi analizate; Stabilirea unui sistem de cuantificare; Definirea elementelor de codificare si
conducerea unui studiu-pilot; Codificarea continutului in functie de definitiile stabilite; Analiza
datelor colectate; Expunerea concluziilor si a propunerilor.

Pentru tema de cercetare propusa, activitatea de selectare a surselor primare a fost realizata
prin aplicarea a doud planuri de esantionare: totalul tipurilor de publicatii si totalul numarului de
editii. In ceea ce priveste esantionarea din totalul tipurilor de publicatii, trebuie specificat c aceasta
a fost realizatd dintr-un corpus insemnat de surse primare, pe baza a doua criterii importante: pe de-
o parte, faptul ca includerea atit a cotidianelor centrale independente, cat si a unor publicatii
reprezentand organe de propaganda ale principalelor formatiuni politice din Roméania de la acea
vreme, trebuie sd se facd tinadnd cont de aceste orientdri ale politicii editoriale; pe de altd parte,
diferitele perspective oferite de publicatiile selectate ne vor oferi posibilitatea de a formula
concluzii riguroase si supuse unui risc neglijabil de a prelua teme din agenda editoriala a
publicatiilor. Esantionarea din totalul numarului de editii s-a facut prin selectarea a cel putin 10
editii ale publicatiei pentru fiecare dintre cele 22 de momente determinate drept categorii de
continut. Alegerea celor 10 editii s-a realizat prin selectarea a 3 editii anterioare fiecarui moment
definit si a 7 editii cuprinzand pe cea aferentd momentului definit si pe cele ulterioare acestuia.

Esantionarea din corpusul surselor primare aferente prezentei teme de cercetare s-a dovedit
a fi o provocare redutabila, avand in vedere: numarul de ziare centrale existente in perioada 1930-
1939; numarul de perspective determinate de politica editoriald a fiecarei publicatii in parte;
numarul de editii ale fiecarei dintre publicatiile selectate; numarul de articole publicate in fiecare
editie. O analizd mixta cantitativa-calitativa care porneste de la o astfel de plaja a surselor primare
necesita in mod imperativ o esantionare atenta si bine delimitata, pentru a elimina deopotriva riscul
ca munca sa fie una exhaustiva, chiar superflua si pe cel ca una dintre publicatiile importante, din
prisma perspectivelor oferite, sa nu fie studiatd. Analiza mixta cantitativa-calitativa pe care dorim sa
o intreprindem contine, ca unitate de analiza, articolul de presd. Procedura analiticd in cazul
documentelor cuprinde gasirea, selectarea, evaluarea si sintetizarea datelor continute. Pentru

prezenta teza de doctorat am ales sa combinam analiza de discurs cu analiza de continut.



Pentru partea de analiza cantitativa, cel putin in ceea ce priveste prezenta lucrare,
ne-am propus ca unitatea de analiza sa fie articolul de ziar, pe baza cédruia am realizat un studiu-
pilot in vederea determinarii primelor concluzii legate de tema de cercetare si totodata pentru a
evalua procesul de selectare a surselor primare pentru Intreaga tema de cercetare din randul ziarelor
centrale apdrute in Roméania in anii 1930. Analiza cantitativd a trebuit completatd cu o analiza
calitativa a articolelor de presa, in cadrului unui mix de metode, in vederea atingerii unor concluzii
cat mai precise si care sa ofere posibilitatea unei perspective mai clare si mai amanuntite a tezei.

Pentru studiul-pilot, am definit articolul de ziar ca unitate de analizd. Sistemul de
cuantificare folosit pentru analiza cantitativi pe care am realizat-o asupra surselor primare
identificate a fost la nivel nominal, in care am numarat frecventa aparitiei unitdtilor de analiza in
corpusul de surse primare. Nivelul proportional ar fi presupus o masurdtoare in spatiu si timp bazata
pe suprafata In centimetri patrati alocata fiecdrui articol relevant in parte din fiecare pagina a
fiecarei editii de ziar. In conditiile numarului foarte mare de publicatii selectate in cadrul
esantionului, acest nivel de cuantificare ar fi fost exhaustiv. In conditiile eterogenitatii
caracteristicilor tehnice de imprimare si de design ale fiecarei publicatii In parte (ziarele au un
format propriu, cu dimensiuni, numar de pagini, design, colonaj si titraj diferite), acest nivel de
cuantificare ar fi condus chiar la un rezultat irelevant. Studiul bazat pe o astfel de cuantificare ar
trebui sd urmareasca o noud segmentare a surselor primare, prin concentrarea atentiei asupra unei
singure publicatii sau macar a unor publicatii cu acelasi format. Pentru a reusi atingerea unor
concluzii relevante, corecte si de Incredere, ne-am asigurat ca o astfel de cuantificare poate fi
repetatd in sistem de intercoder reliability cu obtinerea de rezultate similare.

Este de mentionat ca unele surse primare nu au fost gdsite sau nu exista, publicatiile
respective nefiind tiparite sau neexistand la acel moment. Folosind datele rezultate in urma
codificarii, am elaborat o serie de 31 de grafice, pentru doua tipuri de analize, una in functie de
publicatiile selectate pentru esantionare, iar alta in functie de momentele definite drept categorii de
continut. Pentru primul tip de analiza au rezultat 9 grafice, in timp ce pentru al doilea tip de analiza
au fost elaborate 22 de grafice.

Analiza graficelor rezultate relevd modele de evolutie a interesului publicatiilor pentru
momentele din cadrul categoriilor de continut. Se observa cresteri graduale ale numarului de
articole realizate de publicatiile In cauza, fiecaruia dintre momentele definite drept categorii de

continut, in succesiune diacronica. Se observa, de asemenea, cd modelul este unul fluctuant, fiind



marcat de scaderi bruste ale nivelului de interes in anumite momente, urmate de cresteri, valorile
fiind asemandtoare pentru fiecare fluctuatie in parte. Analiza graficelor ne-a mai oferit ocazia
efectudrii unei comparatii a publicatiilor in functie de gradul de acoperire (coverage) aferent
fiecarui moment definit drept categorie de continut, acoperire calculatd prin numarul de articole de
ziar. Aceste grafice sunt relevante pentru a intelege deopotriva diferentele de interes manifestate de
publicatiile respective pentru momentele respective, interes rasfrant atat in randul societatii civile
cat si in randul guvernantilor, in functie de orientarea politicii editoriale a fiecdrei publicatii in
parte. Rezultatele obtinute indicd anumite modele de reflectare a politicii de appeasement in ziarele
alese pentru studiu, insa studierea exclusiv a valorilor cantitative nu a oferit un rdspuns concludent.
S-a impus continuarea analizei prin metode mixte cantitative-calitative care s reflecte atat punerea
in valoare a articolelor, cat si contextul care determind atitudinea redactorilor fata de evenimentele
relatate. Aceastd analiza a fost intreprinsa in Capitolul urmétor.

In cel de-al IV-lea Capitol, am procedat la operationalizarea metodelor mixte de analiza
cantitativa-calitativa asupra unitatilor de analizd identificate, cu precizarea cd a fost necesara o
reesantionare a corpusului de surse primare, pentru ca expunerea analizei sa nu capete un caracter
exhaustiv. A fost selectat cel putin un articol din intervalul ales anterior pentru fiecare dintre
momentele identificate ca fiind relevante in evolutia politicii anglo-franceze de appeasement in
perioada anilor 1930-1939. Au fost supuse analizei peste 160 de articole, relevante pentru gradul de
expunere conferit fiecdrui moment si pentru atitudinea publicatiei in legatura cu desfdsurarea
evenimentelor pe plan international.

Prima observatie valabila in cazul tuturor publicatiilor studiate este cd, in marea majoritate
a cazurilor, colectarea si redarea informatiilor care tin de politica de appeasement anglo-franceza a
fost un proces intermediat, dat fiind faptul ca stirile erau preluate de la agentiile de presa. In cazul
ziarelor de propaganda politica, stirile erau preluate exclusiv de la agentia de presd romaneasca
Rador (care, la randu-i, prelua uneori informatiile de la agentiile Havas - Franta, Stefani - Italia,
Wolff - Germania), pe cand cotidianele independente foloseau si stirile de la alte agentii de presa si
de la corespondenti care relatau informatiile prin telefon. Ziarul ,,Universul” mai avea rubrici
intitulate ,,Scrisori din Londra” (semnate cu pseudonimul Augur) si ,,Scrisori din Berlin” (semnate
cu pseudonimul Kriton), unde apar informatii inedite si analize asupra evenimentelor la zi. Devine
astfel important ca, 1n studiile ulterioare, sa fie studiata problematica agentiei de presa Rador pentru

a fi determinate influentele interne si externe asupra colectarii si livrarii de informatii catre presa.



A doua observatie relevanta este legatd de punerea in pagina a articolelor realizate din stiri
de agentie. Articolele sunt constituite in general sub forma de dosare de stiri, informatiile fiind
selectate si grupate sub un titlu comun, in functie de tema acestora. Dimensiunea articolului este
influentatd de numarul de stiri selectate, varietatea titrajului si adaugarea de ilustratii sau, dupa caz,
de clisee tipografice care sa contribuie la punerea in valoare a articolului. Exceptie face ziarul
,INeamul romanesc”, In care unele articole sunt grupate in rubrici intitulate Externe” sau ,,Stiri din
strdindtate”, cuprinzand uneori chiar si o singurd stire de agentie despre problematica politicii de
appeasement. Spatiile alocate depind, desigur, si de numarul total de pagini al publicatiei. O
propunere 1n acest sens, pentru studii viitoare de aprofundare, este realizarea cuantificarii in sistem
proportional. Raportul dintre suprafata alocatd articolelor despre problematica de appeasement si
suprafata totald tipdrita a paginilor de ziar si, respectiv, a publicatiei la nivel holistic va fi un
indicator mai relevant asupra importantei acordate subiectelor respective. Procesul de cuantificare
este, insa, unul cronofag si anevoios in acest caz; aplicarea lui la nivelul intervalului de timp selectat
si al tuturor publicatiilor studiate pentru prezenta lucrare ar fi fost exhaustiva. Studierea individuala
a publicatiilor sau reducerea intervalului de timp asupra cédruia se realizeazd studiul ar putea
reprezenta o solutie. De asemenea, punerea in valoare a articolelor a depins si de evolutia
tehnologiilor de imprimare, care au permis evolutia design-ului publicatiilor de la unul eminamente
informativ la unul in care raportul text/ilustratie este redus, pentru a forma un produs mai atractiv
din punct de vedere grafic si din consideratii comerciale.

A treia observatie aplicabila tuturor publicatiilor se refera la varietatea redusd a genurilor
presei utilizate in reflectarea politicii de appeasement anglo-franceze. Astfel, redactiile au preferat
utilizarea stirilor de agentie in marea majoritate a cazurilor, fara a indica redactorul responsabil cu
preluarea, colectarea si compilarea stirilor de agentie. In cazul ziarului ,,Universul”, de multe ori
stirile nu sunt nici macar atribuite agentiei de presd de la care au fost preluate, neexistand astfel o
trasabilitate clara a informatiei. Urmatorul gen al presei utilizat frecvent de publicatiile studiate
pentru tratarea problmaticii de appeasement este editorialul. Frecventa scdzutd reprezintd un
indicator al importantei ocupate de problematica respectiva in ierarhia preocupdrilor fiecarei
redactii si are multiple explicatii. Prima dintre ele este de naturd profesionald: pe de-o parte,
criteriul proximitatii 1i determind pe gazetari sa se concentreze in primul rand asupra informatiilor
avand ca tematicd politica internd si administratia (exemplul cel mai graitor fiind preferinta pentru

aprobarea, votarea prin plebiscit si promulgarea Constitutiei de la 1938, reflectata pe larg in ziarele



centrale si pusd in valoare mult mai bine decat informatiile despre demisia ministrului de Externe al
Marii Britanii, Anthony Eden) iar cel al proeminentei asigura prioritizarea informatiilor venite de la
si despre actorii politici cei mai importanti ai Romaniei (Regele, membrii Consiliului de ministri,
sefii partidelor politice etc.). Cea de-a doua explicatie este legatd de politica editoriald a fiecarei
publicatii. Ziarele independente acordau o mai mare prioritate genurilor informative (exceptie
facand, desigur, cotidianul ,,Timpul” prin editorialele semnate de Grigore Gafencu), in timp ce
publicatiile politice se concentrau asupra relatarilor despre discursurile si activitatile partidelor pe
care le deserveau (o exceptie putand fi consideratd ziarul ,,Facla”). Alte genuri de presa utilizate
sunt tableta de autor (exclusiv in ziarul ,,Neamul romanesc”, in rubricile atribuite lui Nicolae lorga),
relatarea si, in cazuri izolate, portretul, pamfletul, reportajul si interviul.

Analiza publicatiilor mai relevd elemente de noutate in privinta reflectarii politicii de
appeasement n presa tiparitd centrald romaneasca in a IlI-a decada a secolului al XX-lea. Acestea
se concretizeaza in atitudinea fiecareia dintre publicatii fatd de momentele importante care
reprezintd surse si etape ale acestei politici adoptate de Franta si de Marea Britanie fatd de
Germania, Italia si Japonia. Din analiza intreprinsa reiese, spre exemplu, ca au existat numeroare
ludri de pozitie impotriva politicii de appeasement anglo-franceze, inclusiv in timpul crizei de la
Miinchen, desi aceastd atitudine era atribuitd exclusiv cotidianului ,,Curentul” si directorului
acestuia, Pamfil Seicaru. In fapt, am descoperit ca si in ziarul ,,Universul”, intr-un editorial publicat
in editia din 7 octombrie 1938, a fost subliniat in repetate randuri faptul cd evitarea razboiului in
criza de la Miinchen nu are un caracter permanent, pericolul nefiind inliturat pe deplin. In , Neamul
romanesc”, la momentul crizei de la Miinchen, gasim o sustinere hotaratd pentru politica de
appeasement anglo-franceza, acceptata inclusiv de Nicolae lorga, desi acesta publicase, anterior, un
articol prin care sustinea cu fermitate protejarea statului cehoslovac impotriva expansiunii naziste,
iar ulterior a militat, cu toate riscurile pe care le presupunea limitarea libertdtii presei din Romania,
pentru sprijinirea Poloniei in fata agresiunii germane. Atitudinea reflectatd in celelalte publicatii
este, insd, una favorabild politicii de appeasement: In ,,Timpul”, in cadrul unui editorial, Grigore
Gafencu critica atitudinea Marii Britanii si a Frantei, insi nu considera ca solutia este gresiti; in
,» Viitorul” este sustinutd reconcilierea franco-italiand, iar in ,,.Dreptatea” se subliniazd argumentele
evitarii razboiului.

Elementele de codificare pe care le-am identificat in vederea efectudrii analizei mixte ne-

au condus intr-o zond neexploratd a universului cercetdrii problematicii politicii de appeasement



anglo-franceze reflectate n presa centrald romaneasca din timpul anilor 1930-1939. Ne-am propus,
asadar, sa includem o abordare nouad in analiza ziarelor pentru problematica aleasa. Astfel, pe langa
metodele de analiza clasice operationalizate asupra surselor primare, ne-am orientat si spre analiza a
ceea ce se numeste ,, limbajul non-verbal” al ziarului. Pornind de la teza lui Marshall McLuhan,
potrivit careia ,,Media este mesajul”, am mers dincolo de textul efectiv al articolelor de presa
studiate, fiind atenti la amplasarea materialelor in ziar si, respectiv in pagind, titrajul diferentiat,
prezentarea prin ilustratii si elemente grafice (mai exact: punerea in valoare a articolelor). Am
cules, astfel, informatii esentiale despre raportarea publicatiilor la politica de appeasement anglo-
franceza in momentele esentiale ale acesteia, mai ales acolo unde textul pastra tonul informativ
neutru, impasibil si rece, din motive care tineau de politica editoriald sau de restrictiile cenzurii.
Astfel, unele dintre publicatiile romanesti au reusit sd depaseascad inclusiv neajunsul accesului
indirect la informatii (intermediat prin agentii de presd) prin selectarea spre publicare doar a
anumitor stiri din telegramele venite in Romania.

Dupa cum ,,cea mai faimoasa polemica din istoria politicii Marii Britanii”, respectiv cea
asupra politicii de ,,appeasement” derulate de guvernele britanice in ultima parte a perioadei
interbelice, a fost lansatd de trei jurnalisti: Michael Foot, Frank Owen si Peter Howard, autorii
celebrei carti ,,Guilty Men”, putem afirma cu indreptatire cd situatia presei centrale din Romania
interbelica si modul in care ziarele romanesti au reflectat politica de conciliatorism anglo-franceza
reprezintd o tema de mare interes pentru istoriografia appeasement-ului, aflatd inca sub imperiul
controversei.

Constatam astfel ca reflectarea politicii de appeasement anglo-franceze in ziarele centrale
romanesti rdmane un subiect care poate fi aprofundat In continuare, prin scalarea eforturilor de
cercetare pentru studierea din ce In ce mai amanuntita a fenomenului. Segmentarea cercetarii este
necesard pentru a realiza, din punct de vedere metodologic, o esantionare mai cuprinzitoare, o
cuantificare de tip proportional si abordarea mai multor metode de analizd asupra unitatilor

selectate, ceea ce va oferi noi oportunitati de interpretare si de obtinere a unor rezultate relevante.
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Summary:

The problematic issue of the interwar anglo-french appeasement policy has kept the interest
of scholars alive, to the point that it was called an ,.evergreen” research topic. The policy of
appeasement is, indeed, one of the landmarks which roots most of the criticism addressed in cases
of military interventions recorded after 1990, such as those in Yugoslavia, Iraq, Afghanistan,
Ukraine and, more recently, including in the context of the bombings in Syria against the terrorist
group Islamic State. The failure of the interwar appeasement policy always turns into an argument
against the trends of political and diplomatic representatives (seen especially in democratic
countries traditionally representing the postwar powers) to repeat history by not sanctioning the
slippages of some political leaders towards extremism, dictatorship, aggression, expansion and even
war. The conflict in the eastern region of Ukraine has not yet ceased, and the recent terrorist attacks
that prompted states such as France, Russia and the USA to declare war on the Islamic State today
have essentially the same causes that have triggered the global conflagration which ended 72 years
ago : the expansionist tendencies, not of a nation per se, but of a small group of people,
indoctrinated by the imperial dream, who managed to convince the leaders of the democratic
countries that there is no need for strong measures to sanction and defuse an international conflict.
The principles, the laws that led to the achievement, after two world wars, of one of the most
important desires of humanity - the globalization of the struggle for international peace - are today
relativised by the subjective considerations of some small personal interests. Just like before...

Some of the political leaders of the world predicted (even during aftermath of World War 1),
another "future war" because of the situation of the German people that had been generated by the
Peace of Versailles. However, in 1938, after returning from the Munich Conference at which he had
met with Hitler, British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain was asked by journalists, upon

returning home, why did he trust the Nazi dictator even after his repreated lies and violations of the



international treaties. Chamberlain's response, "This time, he promised me” is more than eloquent
and deserves separate attention. After one year, on the 1* of September, 1939, the elected Reichstag
were notified that Adolf Hitler "unleashed a war that they did not believe in and which wasn’t
wanted neither by them nor by the people", while the , In Germany, including the leaders of some of
the Lander, opposed the reforms introduced by Fiihrer. On the other side of the barricade, many
British and French diplomats claimed that "neither in France nor in England war is worthy or
believed in it."

However, what many politicians have in common, regardless of the country they are talking
about, is that they have tried to use the written press to convey these ideas to the population, in
order to rally the public opinion on the political and diplomatic steps taken, while being sensitive to
comments in the press on domestic and foreign events, and also to the public's reactions to the
release of these press materials. Including in Romania, the influence of newspapers on people is an
asset which was seeked not only by political parties, but also by some of its major enterprises.
Especially in the interwar period, the press was not only a bridge between the public and authorities,
but also a transformative factor of Romania's foreign policy. In the interwar Romanian press there
appeared articles signed by politically and mediatically influential characters, including members of
the Romanian Academy, people with strong political records and personalities with an influence on
Romania's foreign policy. Numerous Romanian diplomats were vigorously exercising their pen in
the written press, and the articles they signed sometimes sent important signals to the political
centers in the major European capitals that were interested in Romania's reactions to the
international situation. So the question of research that starts this thesis is: How was the Anglo-
French appeasement policy reflected in the Romanian central newspapers between 1930-1939?

The emergence of new archive sources opens the permanent front for new research and
interpretation in this historiographic field. Not earlier than 2011, the National Archives of London
have declassified documents on: the clandestine negotiations carried out between George Steward -
Neville Chamberlain's press officer and Dr. Fritz Hesse - Press Officer at the German Embassy, the
Memorandum Later submitted by Hesse to Joachim von Ribbentrop, as well as British diplomat
Alexander Cadogan's notes on Halifax's briefing on this issue. At the same time, besides the
opening of many archives, it is important to mention the access to the press of the interwar period,

which is an important source of information.



At the level of primary sources, the bibliographic material studied for the topic of this
doctoral thesis was mainly made up of Romanian central newspapers. We seeked both the
independent and widely circulated newspapers of the time, and the representative newspapers for
the main political parties in Romania. We identified the primary sources at the Central University
Library "Carol I" (BCU) and the Library of the Romanian Academy (BAR) in Bucharest.

Other primary sources are identified and analyzed documents obtained during my
international mobility at the British Library in London, in November 2015, facilitated by the EU-
funded project EURODOC, developed by the "Valahia" University of Targoviste. During this
mobility, I have identified Romanian newspapers in the collections of The British Library dating
from the interwar period, as well as documents from the Cabinet Papers, Public Records Office and
Foreign Office, offering information about the Anglo-Romanian relationship reflected in the
Romanian press in 1930-1939, especially towards the end of the decade. Also, this time we had the
opportunity of collecting particularly important primary sources, as is the article in central
newspapers British books representative account greeting concept of appeasement essential in order
to study, in terms of sources and stages it was manifested in The United Kingdom's foreign policy.
Other primary sources of importance consists of manuscripts identif ied in London British Library
collections (The British Library) and the British National Archives (The National Archives),
international mobility within the period occasioned by the project EURODOC between 1 to 30
November 2015.

Other resources are the books and articles on diplomacy and foreign policy of Romania,
France, Britain, Germany and the US provided or recommended by the teacher leader and books
and picked out inde pendent. Last but not least, we have called on the consultation of documentary
resources available on the Internet.

Within this thesis, in Chapter I hath m focused on the pros and cons define Anglo-French
appeasement of the interwar period as "foreign policy" of the two European powers, research
question around which crosses the first chapter are: What were the sources and stages of the Anglo-
French appeasement policy in the interwar period? Deepening problems appeasement policy has
become necessary and relevant in the study of historiography Anglo-French appeasement before
starting studying his reflection in the press interwar Romanian. The paper's authors have argued that
there is a policy of appeasement both the UK and France, under similar forms, whose vectors

Strong were both domestic nature (economic, military, strategic, political) and external (relations



Anglo-French uncoordinated And inconsistent, close diplomatic relations between Great Britain and
Germany, as well as between France and Italy, on the one hand, and external distancing from
Russia on the other). Some authors treat differently the terms "conciliatorism" and "appeasement",
thus suggesting a difference of meaning. Notable is the reflection of appeasement policy not only in
external relations the United Kingdom, but also in domestic economic policy making.

In ths econd CHAPTER, we focused on the identification of the main national newspapers
in Romania during 1930-1939. What role has played in all this time public opinion and how much
she has weighed in political decision-making in France and the UK? To what extent has the media
influenced these decisions, especially Romanian press? To answer these questions, we
conducted,first, a brief overview of the Romanian historiography central print media since the
beginning of the nineteenth century until the outbreak of World War II, focusing on the interwar
period. The effervescent development of Romanian journalism, in full reassertion after the First
World War and after the German occupation, was stimulated by the accelerated evolution of
printing technologies, but especially by the reader's lack of information, more and more in number .
More computers of newspapers, especially periodicals promoting cultural activities and literary,
were attended by signatures of personalities, each vocation as a journalist, others animated by
insatiable desire for literary and interest in advancement cultural life: Garabet Ibraileanu, Mihail
Sadoveanu, Nicolae lorga, Vasile Parvan, Tudor Arghezi, Gala Galaction, Tudor Vianu, Camil
Petrescu, Cezar Petrescu, George Calinescu, Alexandru Rosetti, Dimitrie Gusti, Grigore Gafencu,
Pamfil Seicaru, Constantin Visoianu, George Macovescu and many others. The presence of their
signatures in central newspapers Romanian is a good indicator of the influence and impact of these
publications among public opinion and political circles Romanian in the period to which we focused
the study to answer this question "What were the most influential national newspapers in Romania
between 1919-19382".

The beginnings of the Romanian press, in the true sense of expression, start towards the end
of the third decade of the sec. XIX. The first Romanian newspapers appeared in 1829, on 8 April
("The Romanian Courier") in Bucharest, by lon Heliade Radulescu. Also in 1829 on June 1,
"Romanian Albina", published by Gheorghe Asachi, appears in lasi. It notes the fact that "the first
ad written and paid by a Romanian appeared in 1748 in" The South Carolina Gazette »from 23 to

31 October, at the request of migrant Ardelea n Samuila Damian (Uniate priest)".



The development of Romania's foreign relations was not only reflected in the Romanian
central press, but also reflected in the evolution and organization of the professional guild of the
press in our country. Thus, Romania's Little Understanding in 1921 resulted in the media
organization structure to ensure cooperation between countries co journalists mpuneau regional
security body. On June 11, 1936, the Conference on the Constitution of the Balkan Press Entente
took place in Bucharest, under the coordination of the Press Department of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.

The first journalism courses in Romania were organized in the interwar period together with
diplomatic studies. Requested since 1927 by journalist and diplomat Eugen Filotti, the studies were
included in the joint specialization under the auspices of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, where the
State Secretariat of the Press and Information headed by journalist Ioan ( Jean) Pangal. Thus, on
March 17, 1932, the Romanian press recorded the establishment of the Free Academy of Press
Studies and Diplomacy in Bucharest, through the efforts of loan Pangal and the journalist Nae
Ionescu, the director of the newspaper "Cuvantul". In the same month, the first journal of
journalism was also published, with journalist Emil Samoila from the daily "Adevarul". The
professionalisation of Romanian journalists thus obtained two new dimensions: the first is the
specialization, through study, of journalists; the second is the Romanian journalism ingemanarii
between the diplomatic and Romania. Thus, the role of the Romanian media in the shaping of
international relations in the interwar period becomes even more important.

In the political press during the inter-war period, a predominant place held the newspapers
of the main political forces that faced the competition for governance. The National Liberals had the
"Viitorul" and "L'independance Roumaine" newspapers, as well as the "Democracy" magazine. The
National Peasants established in 1927 the newspaper "Dreptatea", maintaining for a while
"Romania", which had been an organ of the Romanian National Party. The "Romanian nation" of
the National Democratic Party led by Nicolae Iorga continued to appear. The new parties have also
maintained their support from their own media. The information press, politically independent and
of high circulation, was represented by the newspapers: "Universul", "Adevarul", "Dimineata",
"Argus", followed by "Curentul", "Timpul", "Jurnalul" . The rise of the Legionnaires and the
establishment of the military dictatorship represented a difficult period in the existence of the

Romanian press, marked by censorship and the disappearance of some publications on the market.



However, the outbreak of the Second World War led to an increase in the number of newspaper
buyers.

In the international mobility conducted in London in November 2015, I searched for
Romanian newspapers in the collections of the British Library and found few in number dating
from the interwar period. A total of 132 Romanian newspapers are in incomplete collections at the
British Library, most of them before 1921 or after 1944. At the same time, in London, I studied at
the National Archives documents from the Cabinet Records, Public Records Office and Foreign
Office about the Anglo-Romanian relations in the interwar period and their reflection in the
Romanian press, as monitored by the Bucharest representatives of the United Kingdom. Britain's
interest in developing relations with Romania has increased in the late 1930s, along with efforts to
limit German expansionism, by strengthening relations with states adhering to the Little Entente.
1938 was the year when the UK Foreign Ministry documents systematically included information
on Romania and its foreign relations. Monitoring the editorial content of Romanian newspapers was
a natural step in the British efforts to assess the impact of its foreign policy decisions in the political
and diplomatic circles of Romania.

In the 3rd Chapter, we elaborated the theoretical foundation of the research methodology
used to collect the primary sources and to elaborate the pilot study and then the mixed analysis. To
address the present research theme within the epistemological sphere of subjectivism, we
considered that conducting a quantitative analysis of the necessary primary sources implies a
methodology specific to a post-positivist orientation and a rather structuralist approach, which will
of course lead us to the verification models reflecting the policy of appeasement in the press
Romanian and subsequently to guide us to the mixed quantitative-qualitative analysis (a
constructivist orientation in terms of methodology) corresponding to the requirements of the
doctoral thesis. A mix of quantitative and qualitative methods has emerged as a necessity in
constructing the analysis of these sources in order to provide a complete approach.

Before approaching the sources, a breakdown of undertaken methods was absolutely
necessary to be provided for peer-reviewed and intercoder reliability verification tools. Based on
the studied specialized literature for the theoretical substantiation of the methodology approached,
the research plan included the following steps: Formulation of the research question or the
hypothesis; Delimiting the research universe; Selecting a sample from the source body; Selecting

and defining an analysis unit; Buildin the categories of content to be analyzed; Establishing a



quantification system; Defining the coding elements and conducting a pilot study; Content coding
according to the established definitions; Analysis of collected data; Exposing the conclusions and
proposals.

For the proposed research theme, the primary source selection activity was carried out by
applying two sampling plans: the total types of publications and the total number of editions. With
regard to sampling in all types of publications, it should be specified that it was made from a core
corpus of primary sources based on two important criteria: on the one hand, the fact that the
inclusion of both independent central newspapers and publications representing propaganda organs
of the main political formations in Romania at that time, must be made taking into account these
guidelines of editorial policy; On the other hand, the different perspectives offered by the selected
publications will give us the opportunity to draw rigorous conclusions and be subject to a negligible
risk of bias issues because of the editorial agenda of the publications. Sampling of the total number
of editions was done by selecting at least 10 editions of the publication for each of the 22 categories
of content as determined moments. Choosing the 10 editions was made by selecting 3 previous
editions for everyone of the definded moments and 7 subsequent editions including the one for the
defined moment.

The sampling in the corpus of primary sources related to this research topic proved to be a
great challenge given the following issues: the number of central newspapers in the period 1930-
1939; the number of perspectives determined by the editorial policy of each publication; the number
of editions of each of the selected publications; the number of articles published in each edition. A
quantitative and qualitative mixed analysis that starts from such a beach of primary sources
necessarily requires careful and well-defined sampling to eliminate the risk that the resulting work
is exhaustive, even superfluous, and even that one of the major publications would not be studied.
The mixed quantitative-qualitative analysis we want to undertake defines the press article as a unit
of analysis. The analytical procedure for documents includes finding, selecting, evaluating and
summarizing the data contained. For this doctoral thesis we chose to combine speech analysis with
content analysis.

For the part of quantitative analysis, at least in terms of this paper, we proposed that the unit
of analysis would be the newspaper article, based on which I conducted a pilot study to determine
the first conclusions about the research topic and also to evaluate the selection of primary sources

for the entire research work among central newspapers published in Romania in the 1930s.



Quantitative analysis had to be completed with an qualitative analysis in order to obtain very
rigorous and precise conclusions on the research topic.

For the pilot study, I defined the newspaper article as the unit of analysis. The quantification
system used for the quantitative analysis was at the nominal level, thus we counted the frequency of
the units of analysis in the body of primary sources. The proportional quantification would have
required a measurement in space and time based on the area in square centimeters allocated to each
relevant article on each page of each edition of each newspaper. Given the large number of
publications selected in the sample, this level of quantification was to become exhaustive. Given the
heterogenity of the printing and design of each part publications (newspapers have different
proprietary formats, sizes, number of pages, designs, number of columns and title styles), this level
of quantification would even lead to an irrelevant result. The study based on such a measurement
should be pursued after a new segmentation of the primary sources, by focusing on a single
publication or at least multiple publications having the same format. To succeed in reaching
relevant, accurate and reliable conclusions, we have ensured that our present quantifications can be
repeated in the intercoder reliability system to yield similar results. We have, thus, conducted a
quantitative analysis on 2012 articles from a total of 5134 newspaper pages identified during our
research time at the BCU and BAR.

It should be noted that some primary sources were not found or do not exist. Using the
quantitative data resulting from coding, we developed a series of 31 graphic, divided into categories
by two types of analysis, one by publications selected for sampling and the other by moments
defined as categories of content. For the first type of analysis, we developed 9 graphs, while for the
second type of analysis, the result offered 22 graphs.

The analysis reveals patterns of evolution of interest for the publications corresponding to
the moments from the content categories. We can observe gradual increases in the number of
articles made by each of the publications in question, for each of content categories defined by the
moments in diachronic succession. It is also noted that the model is fluctuating, marked by sudden
drops in the level of interest in some points, followed by increases in values for each fluctuation
similar in part. Analysis charts also offered us the opportunity of making a comparison of
publications by coverage, related to each content category currently defined. These graphs are
relevant to understand both the differences of interest shown by the publications for those moments,

interest reflected both in civil society and among government, based on the orientation of each



publication's editorial policy in hand. The results indicate some models that reflect the interest for
the policy of appeasement in the newspapers chosen for the study, but a quantitative analysis did
not provide a conclusive answer by itself. It required further research through a mixed qualitative-
quantitative methods. This analysis was undertaken in the next Chapter

In the fourth chapter, we proceeded to operationalising mixed methods of quantitative and
qualitative analysis uponf the identified analysis units, stating that a resampling from the corpus of
primary sources was necessary. At least one item was selected from each chosen interval previously
identified as relevant moments in the evolution of Anglo-French policy of appeasement in the
period 1930-1939. As a result, over 160 articles relevant to each moment, and for each publication
about the events was subjected to the analysis.

The first observation is that, in most cases, the collection and processing of information
related to the Anglo-French policy of appeasement was a mediated process, since the news was
taken mostly from news agencies. In the political propaganda newspapers, the news were taken
exclusively from the Romanian Rador news agency (which, in turn, sometimes took information
from foreign news agencies: Havas - France, Stefani - Italy, Wolff - Germany), while independent
daily newspapers also used news from other news agencies and from correspondents who reported
the information by phone of by telegram.

The second relevant observation is related to the layout of articles made of the news agency.
Articles are made generally in the form of news dossiers, information being selected and grouped
under a common title, depending on their theme. Article size is influenced by the number of stories
selected, the title variety and the adding of illustrations or, where appropriate, printing clichés that
contribute to the value of the article. Space allowances depend, of course, and the total number of
pages of the publication. A proposal in this regard, for future studies, is to provide a proportional
quantification system for the analysis. Area of the allocated articles on issues of appeasement and
the total printed area of the newspaper pages, respectively, of the publication on a holistic level will
be a more relevant indicator of the importance attached to those issues. The measurement process
is, however, time consuming and difficult in this case. Studying individual publications or reducing
the time interval over which the study is conducted could be a solution. Also, highlighting the
articles depended on technological developments of the printing solutions, which allowed a design
evolution from purely informative publications to ones in which the text / picture ratio is more

equalized, because of graphic and commercial considerations.



The third observation is applicable to all publications and it refers to the variety of media
used for reflecting the policy of appeasement. Thus, news editors preferred to use agency news in
most cases, without indicating the editor responsible for taking, collecting and compiling news. In
the case of "Universul", the news agency is often not even cited and thus the information has no
clear traceability. The next kind of article that the publications frequently used to reflect the subject
of appeasement is the editorial. Other types of media used ar the author tablet (only in the "Neamul
Romanesc", attributed to Nicolae lorga) and, in isolated cases, the portrait, the pamphlet, the report
and the interview. Independent newspapers gave greater priority to the informational genres
(except, of course, the newspaper "Timpul" and its editorials signed by Grigore Gafencu), while
political publications focused on reports about the speeches and activities of parties they serve (an
exception may be considered for the newspaper "Flacara").

The analysis also reveals new information on the coverage of the policy of appeasement in
the central Romanian print media in the third decade of the twentieth century: the editorial attitude
reflected in each of the publications in the important moments which are the source of the
appeasement policy. The analysis undertaken shows, for example, that there were many standpoints
against the policy of appeasement Anglo-French, including during the Munich crisis, not solely
attributed to the newspaper ,,Curentul" and its director, Pamfil Seicaru. In fact, I found that in the
"Universul", an editorial published in its issue of October 7, 1938, the reporter repeatedly stressed
that a war crisis is a permanent danger that will not dissapear entirely after the Munich Conference.
The "Neaul Roméanesc" newspaper showed a determined support for the policy of appeasement
Anglo-French during the Munich crisis, accepted even by Nicolae lorga, although the famous
historian and politician previously published an article that strongly pursued to protect the
Czechoslovakian state against the Nazi expansion and, later, lorga campaigned, with all the risks
that limiting press freedom in Romania entailed, to support Poland against German aggression. The
attitude reflected in other publications is, however, favorable to the policy appeasement. The
"Timpul" newspaper, in an editorial signed by Grigore Gafencu, adopted a critical attitude of
Britain and France, but did not think the solution is wrong.

Coding elements that we have identified to carry out the mixed analysis led us into an
unexplored area of research regarding the Anglo-French policy of appeasement reflected in the
Romanian central newspapers during the years 1930-1939. We have decided, therefore, to include a

new approach to the problem and thus, in addition to conventional analysis methods operationalized



on the primary sources, we engaged in analyzing the "body language" of the newspaper . Starting
from Marshall McLuhan's thesis that ,,The media is the message”, we went beyond the actual text of
articles, paying attention to the position of the articles in the newspaper and on the newspaper page,
the differentiated title and the presentation with illustrations and graphics. We thus collected
essential information from these publications regarding the reporting on the Anglo-French policy of
appeasement in its key moments, especially where text information kept a neutral tone, for reasons
pertaining to the editorial policy or the restrictions of censorship. Thus, some Romanian
publications managed to overcome the drawback of indirect access to information by selecting for
publication only certain news telegrams coming in Romania and raising awareness on them using
presentations with illustrations and graphics.

As "the most famous polemic of political history of Great Britain", which is the policy of
appeasement developed by British governments in the last part of the interwar period, was started
by three journalists: Michael Foot, Frank Owen and Peter Howard, authors famous book "Guilty
Men", we can say with justification that the central media situation in interwar Romania and how
Romanian newspapers covered the Anglo-French appeasement policy is an issue of great interest to
historians and still under the sway of controversy.

Thus, we see that the coverage of the Anglo-French policy of appeasement in the Romanian
central newspapers remains an issue to be deepened further by scaling research efforts to study the
increasing depth of the phenomenon. Segmentation of the research is needed in terms of
methodology, along with sampling, comprehensive quantification type by proportional address and
several analytical methods on the selected units, which will provide new opportunities for

interpretation and obtaining relevant results .
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Faculty of Law, Social and Political Studies (,Valahia” University) - Communication Sciences -
Journalism, Targoviste (Romania)

Skills acquired: knowledge and practice of proficient communication skills, management theory for
press institutions, press genres studies, investigation skills.

Licence Thesis: ,Press investigation”

Bachelor's Degree

lenachita Vacarescu (National College), Targoviste (Romania)

Humanist Profile, English-French class, studying Romanian Language and Literature, English
Language, French Language, History etc.

During highschool | obtained the Cambridge ESOL CEA Advanced Certificate, with grade A,
life-long internationally recognised.

|
Romanian
UNDERSTANDING SPEAKING WRITING
Listening Reading Spoken interaction | Spoken production
C1 C1 C1 C1 C1
B1 B2 B2 B2 B2
A2 A2 A1 A1 A1

Levels: A1 and A2: Basic user - B1 and B2: Independent user - C1 and C2: Proficient user
Common European Framework of Reference for Languages

- Sociable, Team spirit;

- Adapting to multicultural environments due to work experience abroad as a corresponding reporter
and translator for the Artpress Media Trust:

- 2010 - Belgium - Brussels - European Parliament - MP Ramona Manescu's conference entitled:
»Solutions for better access to european funds”;

- 2007 - Portugal - Lisbon - International Festival of Gastronomy and work visit in the Land of
Santarem, along with the romanian delegation of Dambovita county formed of representatives of the
public administration;

- 2006 - Montenegro - Podgorica and Cetinje - International Theatre Art Festival ,FIAT” - theatre
chronicles;

- 2006 - ltaly - International Traditional Dances Festival - event chronicles;

- 2005 - Turkey - International Art Festival at Trabzon - theatre chronicles and translator.

Leadership abilities acquired during my work in the editorial office of Artpress Media Trust in
Targoviste;
4 years of experience as a volunteer working for the President of the Romanian Press Owner's
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Digital competence

Other skills

Driving licence

Curriculum vitae ANDREI VASILIU

Association — ROMEDIA, affiliated with UGIR-1903. | participated at the organization's activities at
central level and throughout the contry;

Leadership abilities acquired through the ,Leaders of the Third Millenium” Educational Program,
certificated by the British Council and organized by CODECS Foundation for LEADERSHIP at the
Jlenachitda Vacarescu” National College in Targoviste in the year 2005.

- Advanced user of Microsoft Office™ (Word™, Excel™ si PowerPoint™);
- Advanced user of Adobe Premiere™, Photoshop™, Soundbooth™, Sony Sound Forge™, Quark
Xpress™;

- Elementary user of HTML web programming.

Journalism - childhood passion becoming my profession. | was a producer and host at local radio
station Radio ,,D” Dambovita 88,1 FM in the year 2000, of the interactive on-air weekly children's show
+Radio Piticel”’, until the year 2003;

History - | participated at numerous olimpiads of Romanian History and obtained second place at the
County stage in the year 2002;

Biology - | participated at the Anatomy Olimpiadin the year 2002 and obtained first place at the

County stage, qualifying for the National stage.

B

© European Union, 2002-2017 | http://europass.cedefop.europa.eu Page 3 /3



		2017-10-20T16:44:13+0300
	COLTUC DINU




