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Liberal din Romania, liderii liberali damboviteni, evolutia liberalismului in judetul Dambovita,

1875-1948

Alegerea si cercetarea temei intitulate DIN ISTORIA PARTIDULUI NATIONAL LIBERAL:
ORGANIZATIA PNL DAMBOVITA (1875-1948) ca subiect al unei teze de doctorat a plecat
constatarea ca nu exista in prezent o lucrare in istoriografia locald sau nationala care sa abordeze
aparitia, dezvoltarea si evolutia Partidului National Liberal la nivelul judetului Dambovita in
perioada 1875-1948, cu toate ca au existat unele preocupari in acest sens mai ales dupa anul
1989". Astfel, prin aceasta lucrare am cautat sa reiau, prin folosirea tuturor surselor disponibile in
prezent, de la cele inedite si edite la lucrarile generale si speciale, o serie de aspecte ale evolutiei
organizatiei PNL Dambovita de la infiintarea sa in anul 1875 si pana in anul 1948, acesta fiind
obiectivul major al cercetarii si documentarii noastre.

In realizarea lucrarii noastre am folosit ca surse inedite documentele aflate la Serviciul
Judetean al Arhivelor Nationale Dambovita, care reflectd mai ales activitatea PNL Dambovita si
a liberalilor damboviteni in perioada 1875-1948, documente aflate in Fondurile: Primaria
orasului Targoviste, Prefectura judetului Dambovita, Politia orasului Targoviste, Directia
Judeteana de Informatii, Primaria orasului Gaesti, Primaria orasului Fieni, Primaria comunei
Voinesti, Primaria comunei Vdacaresti, Primaria comunei Cucuteni, Primaria comunei Valea
Mare, Postul de Jandarmi Racari, Postul de Jandarmi Catunu, Postul de Jandarmi Bilciuresti,
Postul de Jandarmi Bolovani, Postul de Jandarmi Pietrari, Postul de Jandarmi Voinesti.

De un real folos pentru lamurirea unor aspecte privind organizatia PNL Dambovita dar
si evolutia sa 1n stransd concordantd evolutia PNL din Romania in perioada 1875-1948, mi-au
fost si documentele inedite aflate la Serviciului Arhivelor Nationale Istorice Centrale (SANIC)
din Bucuresti, la Biblioteca Academiei, care au adus un plus de cunoastere in baza documentara
a lucrarii noastre. Dintre fondurile folosite din cadrul SANIC amintim aici: Casa Regala,

Presedintia Consiliului de Ministri, Ministerul Justitiei. De asemenea, si ciclul Desbaterilor

' Mihai Oproiu, Georgeta Toma, Corina Voiculescu, Partide politice dambovitene. Liberalii, Editura Transversal
Targoviste, 2007; Marian Curculescu, Politica si istorie in Dambovita interbelica intre anii 1918-1947. Restituiri,
Editura Times din Bucuresti in anul 1996.



Parlamentare, aflate la Biblioteca Academiei Romane, ne-au fost de un real ajutor pentru a
vedea mai ales cuvantarile liderilor liberali dimboviteni din Parlamentul Romaéniei referitoare
mai ales la adoptarea unor masuri modernizatoare in judetul Dambovita, in a doua jumatate a
secolului al XIX-lea si prima jumitate a secolului al XX-lea®.

Am abordat activitatea organizatiei PNL Dambovita la nivel local dar si in stransa
concordantd cu evenimentele care aveau loc la nivel central prin folosirea predilecta a presei, ca
sursa editd, mai ales a celei politice, de partid, cu precadere pentru perioada 1918-1938, atunci
cand publicatiile au devenit mai numeroase. Astfel, in perioada interbelica, dintre cele mai
importante publicatii locale dar si centrale folosite in lucrarea noastrd si care au gazduit In
paginile lor diverse aspecte ale evolutiet PNL Dambovita, activitatea liberalilor damboviteni la
nivel local si central, lupta electorald din judetul Dambovita si orasul Targoviste in perioada
1875-1948, mentionam: Alegatorul Liber, Adevarul, Ancheta, Actiunea, Armonia, Chemarea,
Cuvantul, Cuvdntul Liber, Desteptarea Ddambovitei, Dreptatea, Gazeta Partidului Poporului,
fndreptarea, Legea Noua, Libertatea, Natiunea, Opozitia Unita, Presa, Realitatea, Romdnul,
Steaua Dambovitei, Steaua, Scdanteia, Taranul, Taranul Ddambovitei, Victoria Ddmbovitei,
Viitorul Dambovitei, Vremea Noua, Vointa Nationala. O pondere deosebitd in cercetarea si
documentarea pe care intreprins-o o au, de asemenea, lucrarile generale si speciale care au
inregistrat mai mult sau mai putin evolutia liberalismului la nivel local i national, in perioada
1875-1948. Prezentam aici doar o parte dintre autorii acestor lucrari, care au avut preocupdri in
acest sens: lon Bulei, Ovidiu Buruiana, Gheorghe Cliveti, Dan Amedeo Lazarescu, loan Scurtu,
Stefan Paun, Mihai Sorin Radulescu, Serban Radulescu-Zoner, Mihai Oproiu, Georgeta Toma,
Corina Voiculescu, Dobrin Parvan, Marian Curculescu. Prin aceasta lucrare am cautat sia aduc
astfel un plus de informatie in cunoasterea liberalismului romanesc in componenta sa locala,
damboviteana, prin coroborarea si prin cercetarea tuturor surselor disponibile referitoare la
organizatia PNL din judetul Dambovita in perioada 1875-1948, a unor date referitoare la
personalitatile liberale locale si despre activitatea lor la nivel local si national (mai ales a celor ce
au fost membrii in Parlamentul Romaniei, alesi ca deputati si senatori). Ca mod de abordare

lucrarea noastra a realizat si o paralela a istoriei PNL din Romania cu cea a organizatiei PNL

? Fondurile personale din cadrul Bibliotecii Academiei Roméane-sectia Manuscrise, precum si fondul St. Georges de
la Biblioteca Nationala a Romaniei au constituit surse valoroase la fel cum, in privinta miscarii liberale
dambovitene, de real ajutor au fost documentele din fondul familial Dragomirescu (aflat la SJAN, Dambovita) si
colectia Nicolaescu (aflat la Complexul National Muzeal Curtea Domneasca din Targoviste).



Dambovita, mergand in acest sens de la nivel national la nivelul local, (al liberalismului
dambovitean). In ceea ce priveste structura lucririi noastre, ea a fost elaborati pe cinci mari
capitole care contin la randul lor mai multe subcapitole, avand in mod firesc o Introducere,
Concluzii, Bibliografie si Anexe.

In primul capitol al lucrarii intitulat LIBERALISMUL ROMANESC INAINTE DE
CONSTITUIREA PNL. CRISTALIZAREA CURENTULUI LIBERAL IN JUDETUL DAMBOVITA
(1866-1875) am prezentat momentele importante care au contribuit la cristalizarea si coagularea
ideilor liberale din Romania pana in anul 1875, atunci cand o data cu infiintarea partidului a
inceput o coordonare la nivelul intregii tari a organizatiilor judetene ale PNL, recent constituite.
Cristalizarea curentului liberal in judetul Dambovita este analizata intr-unul din subcapitole, aici
aparand numele si activitatea primilor propagatori damboviteni ai ideilor de factura liberala,
chiar daca pana in anul 1875 documentele referitoare la acestia sunt destul de putine. Pentru ca
orasul Targoviste a ,beneficiat” de rolul de organizator al procesului ,,revolutionarilor
ploiesteni” la 1870, un subcapitol I-am consacrat acestui subiect pentru insemnatatea lui,
deosebit de utile dovedindu-se, pe langa alte surse, insemnarile memorialistice ramase in
manuscris ale liberalului dambovitean Ion C. Nicolaescu, unul dintre avocatii care i-a aparat pe
acuzatii miscarii de la Ploiesti.

Capitolul al Il-lea al lucrarii numit MAREA GUVERNARE LIBERALA (1876~
1888).CONTRIBUTIA LIBERALILOR DAMBOVITENI LA DEZVOLTAREA JUDETULUI LOR
(1876-1888) face o atenta radiografie, incepand cu anul 1876, a jocurilor politice de prim-plan si
de culise, in care era implicata clasa politicd romaneasca, atat cei aflati la putere, cat si cei aflati
in opozitie (conservatori/liberali, liberali moderati/liberali radicali). Am prezentat, de asemenea,
evenimentele istorice importante ale perioadei (1876-1888) intre care cucerirea independentei,
proclamarea regatului, discutiile pentru revizuirea Constitufiei, adoptarea unor masuri legislative
si economice ce reflectd viziunea liberald Tn multe domenii. Activitatea PNL Dambovita si a
liberalilor damboviteni este reconstituita prin prisma realizarilor concrete pe care le-au avut, la
randul lor, in adoptarea unor masuri modernizatoare pentru judetul Dambovita, dar si prin
angrenarea lor in decizii politice luate la nivel central, mai ales prin interventiile din Parlamentul
Romaniei. Capitolul analizeaza si activitatea dar si evolutia Partidul National Liberal din
Dambovita in perioada 1881-1887, perioada in care au existat si o serie de fraimantari in cadrul

organizatiei dambovitene.



Cel de-al Ill-lea capitol al lucrrii este intitulat GUVERNARI LIBERALE IN ROMANIA
DE LA CADEREA GUVERNULUI I. C. BRATIANU (1888) LA FINALUL PRIMULUI RAZBOI
MONDIAL (1918). CONSOLIDAREA ORGANIZATIEI PNL DAMBOVITA SI ACTIVITATEA
LIBERALILOR DAMBOVITENI (1888-1918) analizeaza pe de o0 parte activitatea liberalilor din
Romania intre anii 1888-1918, ca fundal general (practic perioada activarii in opozitie, a
pierderii liderului Ion C. Bratianu, a disensiunilor ce se manifesta intre tinerii si batranii liberali,
a afirmarii politice a lui Ion 1. C. Bratianu si a rascoalei de la 1907 cu urmarile ei in plan politic,
razboaiele balcanice, moartea regelui Carol I si Inceputul domniei lui Ferdinand, razboiul de
intregire), iar pe de altad parte am prezentat in acest capitol activitatea liberalilor damboviteni si
activitatea organizatiei PNL Dambovita de la caderea guvernului Ion C. Bratianu la finalul
primului razboi mondial ( ludri de cuvant ale senatorilor si deputatilor liberali damboviteni in
Parlamentul Romaniei, activitatea organizatiei PNL pe plan local precum si realizarile
importante din anii 1888-1914, perioada care a insemnat inceputul modernizarii orasului
Targoviste in mod special si a intregului judet, in general).

Capitolul 1V al lucrérii numit PNL DE LA REALIZAREA ROMANIEI MARI PANA LA
INSTAURAREA DICTATURII REGALE (1918-1938). ORGANIZATIA PNL DAMBOVITA IN
PERIOADA INTERBELICA (1918-1938) prezintd in ansamblu viata politici romaneascd si
activitatea PNL din Romania in perioada interbelica® acesta fiind urmati de o analiz in paralel a
activitatii organizatiei liberale din judetul Dambovita intre anii 1918-1938. Astfel se poate
constata cd toate evenimentele importante de la nivel national se vor reflecta in mod evident si in
judetul Dambovita dar si in activitatea organizatiei locale a PNL.

La nivelul judetului Dambovita, am prezentat in mod special activitatea liderilor liberali
locali dar si a organizatiei PNL Dambovita, unele momente legate de incidentele aparute in lupta

pentru putere cu competitorii politici mai ales in timpul alegerilor parlamentare si locale din

® in perioada unificarii legislative liberalii din Romania se vor confrunta cu consecintele primului rizboi mondial si
ale Conferintei de Pace de la Paris, ce vor afecta grav imaginea partidului, determinand pierderea alegerilor in anul
1919. Urmeaza o perioada a reorganizarii, incheiatd cu o noua guvernare liberald, singura guvernare din istoria
Romaniei care a reusit sa reziste o intreaga legislatura (1922-1926). Criza dinastica provocata de principele Carol
prin a doua sa renuntare la tron, declararea principelui Mihai ca mostenitor al Coroanei si instituirea Regentei,
moartea lui Ferdinand si revenirea in tara a lui Carol proclamat drept regele Carol al I1-lea au constituit momente in
care PNL incearcad sa-gi pastreze capitalul politic, sa-si ajusteze sau sa-si afirme principiile. Acum este vremea
Htinerilor liberali” ai lui Gheorghe Bratianu, care cautd si-si manifeste sustinerea totala fatd de politica lui Carol,
creandu-se astfel o sciziune importantd ce va afecta grav activitatea partidului, pentru ca dupd acceptarea
Restauratiei rolul principal in conducerea destinului PNL sa-i revina lui Ion G. Duca. Perioada analizata se incheie
cu activitatea liberalilor din Roméania in timpul guvernarii lor din anii 1933-1937.



perioada interbelica, masurile modernizatoare luate de liberali pentru dezvoltarea orasului
Targoviste dar si in alte localitati ale judetului Dambovita.

Ultimul capitolul al lucrarii noastre, cel de-al V-lea, este intitulat PNL SUB DICTATURI
(1938-1948). LIBERALII DAMBOVITENI IN PERIOADA 1938-1948 si abordeaza evolutia PNL
din Romania si a organizatiei PNL Dambovita de la instaurarea dictaturii regale a lui Carol al I1-
lea in 1938 la disparitia lor de pe scena politicd roméaneasca ca urmare a instituirii regimului
comunist dupa anul 1945. Desi activitatea liberalilor din Romania si din judetul Dambovita, in
ansamblu, este mai dificild dupa desfiintarea partidelor politice in 1938 o serie de aspecte ale
implicarii lor in evolutia tarii mai ales dupa 1945 au fost reliefate in acest din urma capitol al
lucrarii noastre. Activitatea liberalilor damboviteni rendscuti dupa anul 1945 poate fi urmarita
mai ales In timpul alegerilor din anul 1946, cind PNL Dambovita se implica in procesul electoral
in toate localitatile judetului.

Istoria liberalismului dambovitean se mpleteste strans cu cea a liberalismului romanesc
fiind totodata, in perioada analizata, 1875-1948, o componenta importanta a acesteia.

In acest sens, fard a se fi limitat la planul local, lucrarea noastra, face si o analizd a
evolutiei PNL din Romania in care prin actiunile si liderii sdi s-a integrat si organizatia PNL
Dambovita in perioada 1875-1948. Dintre veteranii damboviteni ai curentului liberal din judetul
Dambovita pand la infiintarea partidului in anul 1875 ii putem aminti aici pe: lon Raducanu,
Stelian Dudau, Isaia Lerescu, Constantin Manolescu, Constantin Fussea. Pe acesti reprezentanti
ai liberalismului din Ddmbovita dar si alte nume ce se vor consacra mai tarziu ca membrii si
lideri ai PNL Dambovita 11 vom intdlni pe listele colegiilor de alegatori, dar si In paginile ziarelor
de orientare liberald din aceasta perioada de dupa constituirea partidului la nivel local.

Adeptilor damboviteni ai lui C. A. Rosetti (Constantin Fussea, Isaia Lerescu) incep
treptat sa li se opuna, mai ales dupa anul 1881, o majoritate liberala apropiata de Ion C. Bratianu
(Dimitrie Iovitiu, Jean Stamatiu, Petre Petrescu, lon Grigorescu, lon Zoiadi).

Toate aceste framantari s-au incheiat cu inlaturarea valului ,,batranilor liberali” si cu
castigarea pozitiilor preponderente pe scena politica liberala a Dambovitei de catre ,.tineri
liberali” precum Vasile Dumitrescu, Iancu si Constantin Nicolaescu.

Chiar trecuti in opozitie, dupa anul 1888, liberalii au dominat in continuare viata politica
damboviteand, dar informatiile de care dispunem pana in prezent (inclusiv cele din presd) nu ne

ofera o imagine completa asupra acestei epoci. Cert este ca, la Inceput de secol XX, figurilor



,tinerilor liberali” amintiti 1i se aldturau nume precum Gheorghe (Gogu) Parvulescu, Lazar
Petrescu, lon Stamatiu, loan Al. Bratescu-Voinesti, Polizu Dragomirescu si, mai ales, Constantin
D. Dimitriu. Toti acestia au detinut functii administrative in judetul Dambovita si in orasul
Targoviste contribuind din plin la efortul de modernizare a lor prin diversele masuri adoptate la
nivel local sau pledand in calitate de senatori si deputati in Parlamentul Romaniei.

Dupa primul razboi mondial, 1n decembrie 1918, alaturi de liderii PNL Dambovita,
Constantin D. Dimitriu si Constantin |. Nicolaescu, ii gasim pe Ion Irimescu-Candesti, col.
Zaharia Boerescu, Grigore Tollea, care deschideau Clubul Liberal la Targoviste. Prefect al
judetului era desemnat in acest context de catre guvernul lon |. C. Britianu, Polizu
Dragomirescu, iar primar al Targovistei era numit Mihail Porojan. Lideri ai PNL Dambovita
organizatia din Targoviste ramaneau, dupa anul 1920, Constantin lonescu si Vasile Dumitrescu,
iar liderul judetean tot dupa 1920 era ales tot Constantin Dimitriu. Principalul ziar al organizatiei
PNL Dambovita a fost in cea mai mare parte a perioadei interbelice ,,Viitorul Dambovitei”
(1921-1935). Anii 1922-1923 au fost din nou marcati de tensiuni in randurile partidului si care ii
aveau de aceasta data ca protagonisti pe Grigore Tollea, pe Polizu Dragomirescu si Constantin D.
Dimitriu. Cu toate aceste framantari liberalii din Dambovita au obtinut un mare succes in
aproape toate alegerile parlamentare si locale din anii 1922-1926, fiind angrenati in toate
actiunile de dezvoltare a judetului Dambovita si a orasului Targoviste, ca primari, prefecti,
deputati sau senatori. Toate acestea vor trece sub uitare insa, cu ocazia campaniei electorale ce a
urmat 1n anul 1928, una dintre cele mai zgomotoase si agresive din perioada interbelica.

In vremea guvernirii taraniste inceputi in toamna lui 1928 remarcim o modificare de
tacticd a liberalilor ddmboviteni in vederea obtinerii influentei politice: discursul miscarii avea
acum in prim plan indeplinirea unor obiective in plan cultural (Cercul liberal de studii pentru
propaganda culturala si revista sa ,,Desteptarea Romaniei”, infiintarea unui muzeu regional).

Momentul 1930 (anul revenirii lui Carol in Romania) poate fi considerat inceputul unei
perioade dificile pentru Partidul National Liberal, implicit pentru organizatia damboviteana care,
la fel ca cea centrald va suferi de pe urma desprinderii gruparii conduse de Gheorghe Bratianu,
pe care il vor urma si cativa dintre membrii de marca ai liberalilor dimboviteni (lulian Grideanu,
Dimitrie Campeanu). Clubul liberal devine in anii ce urmeaza tribuna principald de la care se
pledeaza cu vehementa pentru inlaturarea taranistilor de la putere, fapt intarit la intalnirea de la

Ghergani cu liderul liberal, 1. G. Duca (1933).



Pana in anul 1938 constatdm o vie efervescenta in actiunile liberalilor locali dar si in
cadrul organizatiei PNL Dambovita : congresul organizatiei, la care participa C. 1. C. Bratianu,
presedintele Senatului si mai multi ministri (Targoviste, noiembrie 1934), aparitia noului organ
de presa ,,Vointa”(1934-1935), interesul pentru organizarea tineretului liberal, participarea la
congresul national (1936) si alegerea in structurile de varf ale partidului liberal din Romania a
politicienilor damboviteni Polizu Dragomirescu, Constantin I. Nicolaescu, Nicolae Rizescu,
Constantin D. Dimitriu, Gheorghe Nastase. Activitatea liberalilor damboviteni a fost diminuata
de instituirea regimului lui Carol al ll-lea in anul 1938, de instaurarea dictaturii antonesciene
(1940-1944) si apoi de venirea comunistilor la putere in anul 1945. O ultima actiune a ei s-a
inregistrat cu ocazia alegerilor din anul 1946.

Anul 1948 marcheaza sfarsitul migcarii liberale din Romania dar si in judetul Dambovita,

iar o parte a fostilor liberali damboviteni vor ajunge in inchisorile regimului comunist.
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FROM THE HISTORY OF THE NATIONAL LIBERAL PARTY: PNL DAMBOVITA
ORGANIZATION ( 1875-1948)

Keywords: Organization of The National Liberal Party of Ddmbovita, the National
Liberal Party of Romania, Dambovita liberal leaders, the development of liberalism in

Ddmbovita county, 1875-1948.

The choice and research of the theme entitled HISTORY OF THE NATIONAL
LIBERAL PARTY: PNL DAMBOVITA ORGANIZATION (1875-1948) as the subject of a
doctoral thesis started from the finding that there isn’t currently a work in the local or national
historiography to address the emergence, development and evolution of the National Liberal
Party in Dambovita county during 1875-1948, although there have been some concerns in this
regard especially after 1989*. Thus, through this work Ihave tried to reproduce , using all sources
available nowadays, from the original and edited ones to the general and specific works, a
number of aspects regarding the evolution of the organization of the National Liberal Party
Dambovita, from its founding in 1875 and until 1948 which is the major objective of our
research and documentation

In the process of achieving our work we used as sources some unpublished documents
we found in the National Archives Service of Dambovita county, reflecting mainly the work of
theNational Liberal Party Dambovita and the Liberals of Dambovita during 1875-1948,
documents in Funds: City Hall of Targoviste, Dambovita County Prefecture, City Police of
Targoviste , Department of information, City Hall Gaesti, City Hall Fieni, The mayoralty
Voinesti, The mayoralty Vacaresti, The mayoralty Cucuteni, The mayoralty Valea Mare,

County police Racari, County police Catunu, County police Bilciuresti, County police
Bolovani, County police Pietrari, County police Voinesti.

The unpublished documents at Central Historical Service of National Archives (SANIC)
in Bucharest, Academy Library, which brought knowledge to our work in documentary database
were especially helpful to clarify certain aspects of the Liberal organization Dambovitaand its

evolution closely aligned to the National Liberal Party developments in Romania during 1875-1948

! Mihai Oproiu, Georgeta Toma, Corina Voiculescu, Political parties in Dambovita. Liberals, Transversal Publisher
Targoviste, 2007; Marian CURCULESCU, Politics and history in Ddmbovita interwar between 1918-1947,
Refunds Times Publisher , Bucharest in 1996.



Of the funds used in the SANIC we can mention here: the Royal Family, Prime
Minister's Office, Ministry of Justice. Also the cycle of Parliamentary Debates , found at the
Romanian Academy Library, it has been very helpful to see especially the speeches of liberal
leaders in Dambovita from the Romanian Parliament relating mainly to the adoption of some
modernizing measures in Dambovita county, in the second half of the nineteenth century and
the first half of the twentieth century?.

We approached the Liberal Dambovita organization's work locally but, linked to the
events that took place at the central level by using a favorite of the press as a source editor,
mostly of the political party, especially from the period 1918-1938, when there were more
numerous publications. Thus, in the interwar period, the most important local publications but
also centralones used in our work and which hosted in their pages various aspects of the
development of PNL Dambovita, the activity of Liberals in Dambovita at local and central
level, election fight in Dambovita county and the city of Targoviste during 1875-1948, were :
Alegatorul Liber, Adevarul, Ancheta, Actiunea, Armonia, Chemarea, Cuvantul, Cuvdantul Liber,
Desteptarea Ddambovitei, Dreptatea,Gazeta Partidului Poporului, Indreptarea, Legea Noud,
Libertatea, Natiunea, Opozitia Unita, Presa, Realitatea, Romdnul, Steaua Dambovitei, Steaua,
Scanteia, Taranul, Taranul Dambovitei, Victoria Dambovitei, Viitorul Dambovitei, Vremea
Noua, Vointa Nationala.

The general and special works which registered more or less the evolution of the
liberalism at local and national level during 1875-1948 were very important in researching and
documenting . We present here only a part of the authors of these works, which had concerns in
this regard: lon Bulei, Ovidiu Buruiand, Gheorghe Cliveti, Dan Amedeo Lazarescu, loan Scurtu,
Stefan Paun, Mihai Sorin Radulescu, Serban Radulescu-Zoner, Mihai Oproiu, Georgeta Toma,
Corina Voiculescu, Dobrin Parvan, Marian Curculescu.

Through this work we have tried to bring extra information in the knowledge component
of the local Romanian liberalism in Dambovita, corroborating all sources available regarding
the organization of PNL in DambovitaCounty during 1875-1948, some facts on the local liberal

personalities and about their work at local and national level (especially those who were

2 pPersonal funds of the Romanian Academy Library, Manuscripts Department, as well as fund St. Georges at the
National Library were valuable sources just as, on the liberal movement Dambovita, really helpful were documents
from family Dragomirescu (located SJAN, Dambovita) and collection Nicolaescu (located at the National Museum
Complex Royal Court of Targoviste).



members of the Romanian Parliament, elected as deputies and senators). As an approach our
work had done also a parallel of the history PNL of Romania with the PNL organization in
Dambovita, going into this from the national to local level (of liberalism in Dambovita).
Regarding the structure of our work, it was developed on five chapters containing several
subchapters in turn, naturally having an Introduction, Conclusion, References, and Appendices.

In the first chapter entited THE ROMANIAN LIBERALISM BEFORE THE PNL’S
FOUNDATION. CRYSTALLIZATION OF THE VLIBERAL MOVEMENT IN
DAMBOVITA(1866-1875) we presented the milestones that contributed to the crystallization
and coagulation of the liberal ideas in Romania until 1875, when, starting with the establishment
of the party , it started also a coordination in the whole country of the PNL county organizations
recently constituted. Crystallization of the liberal movement in Dambovita county is analyzed in
one of the subchapters, there appearing the names and activity of the first propagators of the
ideas of liberals, even if up to 1875 documents relating to them are few.

Because the city of Targoviste "benefited” from the role of organizer of the process ”The
revolutionary in Ploiesti” in 1870, | devoted a subchapter to this subject for its importance.
Among other sources, the memoir notes remained in the manuscrit of Liberal lon C. Nicolaescu
from Dambovita, one of the lawyers who defended the accusations movement in Ploiesti, were
proving particularly useful.

. Chapter Il of the paper called The great liberal government (1876-1888) Liberals
Contribution in Dambovita to the DEVELOP of THEIR COUNTY (1876-1888) draws a careful
radiography, since 1876, of the political games of the foreground and behind the scenes, where
the Romanian political class was involved, both those in power and those in opposition
(conservatives / liberals, liberal moderates / liberals radicals). We presented also important
historical events of the period (1876-1888) between the conquest of independence, proclamation
of the Kingdom, talks to revise the Constitution, legislative and economic measures reflecting
the liberal vision in many areas.

Activity of PNL Dambovita and liberals from Dambovita is reconstituted through the
real output that they had, in turn, in adopting some modernizingmeasures for the Dambovita
county, but also engaging them them in policy decisions taken at central level, mainly through
interventions of Romanian Parliament. The chapter analyzes the activity and development of

DambovitaLiberal National Party during 1881-1887, a period in which there were a number of



turmoil within the organization of Dambovita.

The third chapter of the book is entitled LIBERAL GOVERNMENTIN ROMANIA
FROM THE FALL OF L.C.BRATIANU GOVERNMNT (1888) AT THE END OF WORLD
WAR (1918). STRENGTHENING THE ORGANIZATION AND ACTIVITY OF PNL
DAMBOVITA AND LIBERALS FROM DAMBOVITA (1888-1918) analyzes on the one hand
the Liberals’ activity in Romania between 1888-1918, as a general background (practically
activation period in opposition, loss of their leader lon Bratianu, disagreements that occured
between young and old liberals, the political strength of Ion IC Bratianu and the revolt of 1907
with its consequences in politics, the Balkan wars, the death of King Carol | and the early reign
of Ferdinand, the war of wholeness), and on the other hand | have presented in this chapter the
activitity of the liberals from Dambovita and PNL Dambovita from the Ion Bratianu’s
government fall to the end of world war | (speeches of senators and deputies in Romanian
Parliament , PNL organization's work and achievements locally and the main achievements in
the years 1888-1914, a period that marked the beginning of the Targoviste city modernization in
particular and the county in general).

Chapter IV of the paper PNL FROM THE ACHIEVEMENT OF THE GREAT
ROMANIA TO THE ROYAL DICTATORSHIP (1918-1938). PNL DAMBOVITA
ORGANIZATION DURING INTERWAR PERIOD (1918-1938) provides an overview of
Romanian political life and activity of PNL in Romania in the interwar period® which is followed
by an analysis of the liberal organization's work in Dambovita county between 1918-1938. Thus
it appears that all major events at national level will be reflected clearly in Dambovita county and
the local organization of PNL .

In the county of Dambovita, we have prominently featured the work of local liberal
leaders but also the local organization PNL Dambovita, some points related incidents occurred

in a power struggle with political competitors especially during parliamentary and local elections

® During the legislative unification, Romania Liberals will face the consequences of the First World War and the
Paris Peace Conference, which will seriously affect the party's image, causing the loss of elections in 1919. A period
of reorganization, complete with a new liberal government, the only government in the history of Romania which
managed to withstand a whole term (1922-1926). The dynastic crisis caused by Prince Carol in his second
renunciation of the throne, declaring Prince Michael as heir to the Crown and the establishment of the Regency, the
death of Ferdinand and the return of Carol proclaimed King Carol 11, were times when PNL try to preserve political
capital, to adjust or to assert principles. Now is the time of " Young Liberals", of Gheorghe Bratianu, seeking to
express full support to the policy of Carol, thus creating an important split which will seriously affect the activity of the
party, because after accepting Restoration, the leading role in the management of PNL’s destiny will go back to lon G.
Duca. The period under review ends with liberals activity in Romania during their rule between 1933-1937 .



in the interwar period, modernization measures taken by the liberals for Targoviste city's
development but also in other places in the county of Dambovita.

Last chapter of our work, the fifth is entitled PNL UNDER DICTATORSHIP
(1938-1948). DAMBOVITA’S LIBERALS DURING THE PERIOD 1938-1948 and addresses
the developments of PNL in Romania and PNL’s organization Dambovita from the royal
dictatorship of Carol Il in 1938 to their disappearance from the political scene as a result of the
imposition of romanian communist regime after 1945. Although liberals activity in Romania and
Dambovita county, overall, is more difficult after the closure of political parties in 1938, a
number of aspects of their involvement in the country's development especially after 1945 were
highlighted in that chapter of our work. Liberals activity from Dambovita reborn after 1945 can
be traced especially during the elections in 1946, when PNL Dambovita involved in the electoral
process in all areas of the county.

Dambovita liberalism history is intertwined closely with the Romanian liberalism being
in the same time, in the analysed period, 1875-1948, an important component of it.

In this regard, without being limited to the local plan, our work makes an analysis of the
evolution of the Liberal Party of Romania , in which, through its actions and leaders the
organization of PNL Dambovita has been integrated during 1875-1948. Among veterans of
liberal current in Dambovita to the party's founding in 1875, we can mention here: lon
Raducanu, Stelian Dudau, Isaia Lerescu, Constantin Manolescu, Constantin Fussea. These
representants of liberalism in Dambovitaand other names that resolve to later as members and
leaders of PNL Dambovita, will be encountered on the lists of colleges voters, but also in newspapers
with liberal orientation in this period after the establishment of the party at local level.

To the C.A.Rosetti's followers from Dambovita (Constantin Fussea, Isaia Lerescu)
gradually begin to oppose, especially after 1881, a majority of lon Bratianu nearest liberal
(Demetrius lovitiu, Jean Stamatiu, Petre Petrescu, lon Grigorescu and lon Zoiadi ).

All this turmoil ended with the removal of the veil "elders liberals" and winning
positions on the prevailing liberal politics of Dambovita by "young liberals” as Vasile
Dumitrescu, Constantin lancu Nicolaescu.

Even it went into opposition after 1888, the Liberals still dominated political life in
Dambovita, but the information we have so far (including the media) does not offer a complete

picture of this era. The fact is that in the beginning of the twentieth century to the " Young



Liberals" already mentioned, were joined names like George (Gogu) Parvulescu, Lazar Petrescu,
lon Stamatiu, lon Al. Bratescu-Voinesti, Polizu Dragomirescu and, especially, Constantin D.
Dimitriu. All of them held senior administrative positions in Dambovita county and the city of
Targoviste , fully contributing to the effort to modernize them through various measures adopted
locally or pleading as senators and deputies in the Romanian Parliament .

After the second World War in December 1918 along with the leaders of PNL
Dambovita, Constantin D. Dimitriu and Constantin 1. Nicolaescu, we find lon Irimescu-
Candesti, col. Boerescu Zaharia , Grigore Tollea, who opened Liberal Club in Targoviste .
Polizu Dragomirescu was appointed in this context by the government I.C.Bratianu and Mihail
Porojan as a mayor of Targoviste. PNL leaders of Dambovita, organization of Targoviste
remained after 1920, Cosntantin lonescu and Vasile Dumitrescu, and Constantin Dimitriu was
elected after 1920 all county leader . The main newspaper of the Liberal organization Dambovita
was in most of the interwar period " Viitorul Dambovitei " (1921-1935).

The years 1922-1923 were again marked by tensions within the party ranks and which
had this time starring Grigore Tollea, Polizu Dragomirescu and Constantin D. Dimitriu. With
all this turmoil, liberals from Dambovita achieved a great success in almost all parliamentary
and local elections between 1922-1926, being involved in all development activities of
Dambovita county and the town of Targoviste, as mayors, prefects, deputies or senators. This
will pass in limbo, however, during the election campaign that followed in 1928, one of the most
noisy and aggressive interwar period.

During the governence of the Taranist Party started in autumn 1928, we note a change
of tactic liberals from Dambovita to obtain political influence: speech movement was now in the
forefront the achievement of objectives on the cultural level ( Circle liberal of studies for cultural
propaganda and his magazine Desteptarea Romaniei”, the establishment of a regional museum).

The moment 1930 (the year of Carol’s return in Romania ) can be considered the
beginning of a tough time for the National Liberal Party, the organization Dambovita too,
which, as the central one will suffer from detachment of the group led by Gheorghe Bratianu,
who will follow some of the main liberals members from Dambovita (Julian Grideanu,
Demetrius Campeanu). Liberal Club becomes in the years ahead grandstand from which argues
strongly for the removal of Peasants in power, fact strengthened at the meeting in Ghergani with
the liberal leader, I. G. Duca (1933)



Till 1938 we can see a lively effervescence in the actions of local liberals but also within
the Liberal organization Dambovita: Congress organization, attended by C.I.C. Bratianu , Senate
president and several ministers (Targoviste, November 1934), the emergence of the new
newspaper " Vointa " (1934-1935), interest in the liberal youth organization, participation in the
national congress (1936) and election to the top structures of the liberal party politicians in
Dambovita: Polizu Dragomirescu, Constantin I. Nicolaescu, Nicolae Rizescu, Constantin
D.Dimitriu, Gheorghe Nastase. The activity of liberals from Dambovita was diminished by the
establishment of the regime of Carol Il in 1938, the Antonescu dictatorship (1940-1944) and
then the communism in 1945. The last action of its registered during elections in 1946.

1948 marks the end of the liberal movement in Romania but also in Dambovita county,

and part of the former Liberal Dambovita will go to the prisons of the communist regime.
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